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Please Note 


Due to the absence of several members of the staff in war service, 
which makes it necessary for the other experienced members to take 
care of the routine demands on the Society, The Kansas Historical 
Quarterly for a time will be printed with fewer pages. 


Volume XIII, now being published, will consist of eight numbers, 
covering the years 1944-1945. The index for this volume will appear 
as part of the November, 1945, issue. —Tue Eprtors. 
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Bluemont Central College, the Forerunner of 


Kansas State College 


J. T. Wrutarp 

HE establishment of Bluemont Central College was accomp- 
lished through the efforts of men who came from many different 
places, and who united in the settlement and development of the 
locality at the junction of the Big Blue and the Kansas rivers.’ As 
early as June, 1854, Col. George S. Park, of Parkville, Mo., located 
a claim as the site of a town to be called Polistra. This was on the 
north side of the Kansas river, below the mouth of Wildcat creek.” 
In the fall of the same year Samuel D. Houston of Illinois, Judge 
Saunders W. Johnston of Ohio, Judge J. M. Russell of Iowa, Dr. 
H. A. Wilcox of Rhode Island, and E. M. Thurston, a lawyer from 
Maine, associated themselves in the location of a townsite on the 
west side of the Blue river, between its mouth and Bluemont hill.® 
These men were reputed to be college graduates and undoubtedly 
were well educated. They had named their projected town Canton. 
Colonel Park had spent the winter in Texas, and March 26, 1855, 
Prof. I. T. Goodnow pitched his tent on Colonel Park’s claim.‘ 


1. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—The late Miss Harriet Parkerson preserved for many years the 
diaries of Prof. I. T. Goodnow, letters to him, the official record of the Bluemont Central 
College Association, and other valuable material. She gave the record book to Kansas 
State College some years ago. Mrs. Mary C. Payne became much interested in local history, 
and had copies made of Professor Goodnow’s diaries, and also had a series of letters of the 
Rev. Washington Marlatt to Mr. Goodnow copied. Professor Goodnow’'s diaries have been 
given to the Kansas State Historical Society, and one of the carbon copies of the transcript 
was given to the —y ! County Historical Society, and has been used in preparing this paper. 
Some valuable points have been obtained from the letters of Mr. Marlatt to Doctor Goodnow. 

Professor Goodnow made two scrapbooks which contain some articles concerning Bluemont 
Central College and Kansas State College. These scrapbooks were given to Kansas State 
College through the kind offices of Mrs. Payne, and the present author here testifies to the 
debt of gratitude which he and the public owe to Mrs. Payne because of her interest in bring- 
ing these various materials to light. 

For copies of paragraphs referring to Bluemont Central College printed in the Minutes of 
the Kansas-Nebraska, and the Kansas conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
author is indebted to Miss Helen M. McFarland, librarian of the Kansas State Historical So- 
ciety, and Mrs, Marcella Vincent, secretary to the president of Baker University. 

Dr. Charles L. Marlatt of Washington, D. C., a son of the Rev. Washington Marlatt, as- 
sembled a considerable body of the writings of his father, and of materials concerning enter- 
prises with which he was identified. Doctor Marlatt gave a copy of his compilation to Kan- 
on Sent College, and in references made to it in this paper it is designated as the ‘Marlatt 

ection.” 

Miss Harriet Parkerson had possession of the earliest minutes of the Manhattan Town As- 
sociation, and kindly permitted this author to copy them. Mrs. Abbie Browning Whitney 
has possession of the earliest minutes of School District No. 7 of Riley county, and through 
her courtesy the author was permitted to copy them. Mrs. Ella Child Carroll, one of our 
oldest citizens, has assisted in giving information and confirmation of several points involved 
in this article. 

The author panei acknowledges his indebtedness to each of these and to other friends. 
Without the information which they supplied the preparation of this paper in its complete 
form would have been impossible. 

2. “Records of the Manhattan Town Association,” p. 62. 

8. Ibid., p. 62. 


4. Kansas Historical Collections, v. IV, pp. 247, 248. 
(323) 
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Professor Goodnow had left Boston March 6, one week in advance 
of a large party, in order to select a location for himself and those 
associated with him. He was highly pleased by the region adjacent 
to the confluence of the Kansas and the Blue rivers.5 Others of 
the party also arrived in time to vote at the election held March 
30, 1855, at Juniata, a small settlement on the east side of the Blue 
river, and four or five miles from its mouth.® 

Colonel Park returned early in April, and conferences among 
those in interest, including other settlers in the locality, were held. 
“The settlers of the Big Blue and the Kanzas rivers met April 3, 
1855, for consultation in reference to a townsite.”* Several meet- 
ings at short intervals were held. At the meeting April 18 it was 
voted “That Mr. Park be invited to address the Trustees in refer- 
ence to an agricultural school. Mr. Park responded to the invita- 
tion.” * This is the earliest record related to the planning which led 
to the establishment of Bluemont Central College. Colonel Park 
had some individual ideas concerning education, believing that aca- 
demic study should be accompanied by practical work in agricul- 
ture and other industries. Later he made these important features 
of Park College, Parkville, Mo. 

Those having interests in the locality united to form “The Bos- 
ton Association of Kanzas Territory,” and to locate on the site a 
town to be named Boston.® 
The first of June, 1855, the Steamer Hartford arrived with “The Cincinnati 
and Kanzas Land Company” on board. An agreement was made with the 
said Co. to locate here, instead of going above Fort Riley as they had orig- 
inally designed. The terms of the contract will be found on record. The 


name agreed on after this last marriage was Manhattan; and we now make 
the report of the Trustees of the Manhattan Town Association.10 


The details of the contract between the Boston Association and 
the Cincinnati Company are not involved in this article further than 
to state that the two organizations retained their identity, and had 
their separate interests and obligations, while having equal shares in 
the townsite. John Pipher and Andrew J. Mead were prominent 
members of the Cincinnati Company, and acted as its agents in 
effecting the consolidation." 

Ibid., p. 247. 

Ibid., p. 248. 

“Minutes,”’ Manhattan Town Association, p. 9. 
. Ibid., p. 17. 

9. Ibid., pp. 1, 68. 


10. Ibid., p. 63. 
11. Ibid., pp. 28-31. 
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In a lecture on the Manhattan Institute delivered about 1874, the 
Rev. Washington Marlatt recalled that during the winter of 1856- 
1857, he and Mr. Albert Griffin used to “meet at Mr. Miller’s store, 
run by Mr. Pipher, and, while waiting for something to turn up, to 
talk up the interests of the town. My hobby was the establishment 
of a college. Mr. Griffin, while favoring the idea, thought the thing 
entirely impracticable at that time, but thought the founding of a 
debating club or literary association both feasible and a thing of 
practical utility.”’* The Manhattan Institute was chartered Feb- 
ruary 14, 1857, by the Kansas legislature,!* and Mr. Griffin was the 
first president, while Mr. Marlatt and others continued to “talk up” 
a college. 

Contemporary written or printed material concerning the college 
project is almost nonexistent. The connection of Colonel Park has 
been noted. The next earliest item found was in Professor Goodnow’s 
diary. He wrote: “Rode to Manhattan to meeting. Preaching by 
Br. J. Denison. . . . Onmyreturn . . . Br. D— came along 
with me. Talked over the subject of an Institution of Learning at 
Manhattan. . . .”'4 This entry also appears: “. . . Went to Mr. 
Houston’s. . . . Quite a talk with Mr. H— about an M. E. Col- 
lege at Manhattan. He is favorable. . . .”™% 

Professor Goodnow was a loyal supporter of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and the local trustees appointed him an agent to go to 
the East and solicit financial aid.4* At a trustees’ meeting held at 
his home “The subject of a college was discussed, & favorable ac- 
tion had, conditional on the action of the Cincinnati Land Com- 
pany.” 1? 

Professor Goodnow also wrote: ; 

Went to Manhattan & consulted with the Town Companies respecting a 
Methodist College, near Manhattan. To forward this they have pledged 50 
shares of Manhattan stock & 100 building lots. Joined Mr. Houston in buy- 
ing out a claim that will furnish a good site for the C— & put it into the 
hands of Thomas Playford. A hard day’s work, but I hope a profitable one.1§ 

In close succession, Professor Goodnow talked with Mr. Houston, 
Mr. Marlatt and Doctor Still about the college project, and arrived 
at the conclusion that it would be necessary to obtain local subscrip- 

12. “History of Manhattan Institute,”’ a lecture by W. Marlatt.—Marlatt Collection. 

13. Laws of the Territory of Kansas, 1857, p. 121. 

14. Goodnow diary, Sunday, February 8, 1857. 

15. Ibid., February 14, 1857. 

16. Ibid., March 24, 1857. 


17. Ibid., March 31, 1857. 
. Ibid., April 1, 1857. 
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tions in its support. A group meeting at the home of the Rev. Jo- 
seph Denison “Nominated 13 Trustees for Bluemont Central College, 
to be presented to the Kansas & Nebraska Conference,” which was 
to meet in Nebraska City, Neb.’® 

The brief entries by Professor Goodnow in his diary are materially 
supplemented by accounts written at different times by the Rev. 
Washington Marlatt. In a historical introduction to the minutes 
proper of the Bluemont Central College Association Mr. Marlatt 
wrote: 

At a Quarterly Meeting Conference of the M. E. Church held in the vicin- 
ity of Manhattan, Riley Co., Kansas Territory, in the spring of 1857, Abram 
Still, P. E., J. Denison, P. C., and Washington Marlatt, Sec., a plan was 
inaugurated for the erection of a college at or near Manhattan to be under 
the patronage of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Kansas. 

The following names were put in nomination as a board of trustees, viz. 
8. D. Houston, I. T. Goodnow, Joseph Denison, C. E. Blood, W. A. Me- 
Collom, Washington Marlatt, L. B. Dennis, C. H. Lovejoy, R. P. Duval, T. 
H. Webb, Newell Trafton, John Kimball, A. I. Davis, 8. C. Pomeroy and 
G. S. Park.20 


Messrs. Goodnow, Denison, Marlatt and Lovejoy attended the 
conference held at Nebraska City, and met many of the preachers, 
and the committee on education. The committee approved their 
college plan, and Goodnow and Denison were appointed agents for 
Bluemont Central College. It developed that the bishop was op- 
posed to having the itinerant preachers act as agents for colleges. 
Goodnow comments: “A damper on our College plans. 

Our College trustees have concluded to go ahead in spite of the op- 
position of the Bishop to a conference agent. Br. J. Denison will 
take agency. The Lord help us to do our duty.” 74 

The Rev. Washington Marlatt wrote as follows concerning this 
episode: 

At a session of the Annual Conierence convened at Nebraska City, April 
16, 1857, the enterprise was strongly opposed by some of the special friends 
of Baker University, on the plea of its being gotten up as a rival institution. 
. . . It was considered rather providential that the Bishop, whose duty it is 
to be present at, and preside over the deliberations of the Conference, failed 
to get there till the fifth day of the session, when the business of the Con- 
ference relating to educational matters was already finished. Bishop Ames 
who had grown up in the wilds of Hoosierdom, where it took fifty years to 
accomplish what we did in Kansas in less than ten, thought we were going 

19. Ibid., April 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 1857. 


20. ‘“‘Minutes of Bluemont Central College Association,” p. 10. 
21. Goodnow diary, April 15, 17, 18, 20, 1857. 
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entirely too fast in these matters, and took occasion to criticize the action of 
the Conference severely. . . .22 


The action of the conference was recorded in the following min- 
utes: 

Your Committee [on Education] would further report: That 

Whereas, the Manhattan Town Association have agreed to donate fifty 
shares of stock in Manhattan city, and the Cincinnati and Kansas Land Com- 
pany have agreed to donate one hundred lots in said city for the establishment 
of an Institution of learning under the patronage of the M. E. Church to be 
called Bluemont Central College, on condition that the Kansas and Nebraska 
Annual Conference of the M. E. Church approve and adopt the same, 

And, Whereas, A certain number of acres of land have been secured within 
a short distance of said town for the location of said College, 

And, Whereas, The citizens of Manhattan and the surrounding country have 
manifested a deep interest in the enterprise by subscribing a creditable amount 
of funds for said enterprise, therefore, 

Resolved, That this Conference accept their propositions, elect a Board of 
Trustees, and appoint two agents to assist in prosecuting the work.2% 


Mr. Marlatt wrote: 

The enterprise met with the approval of the Annual Conference which held 
its session at Nebraska City in April, 1857. Whereupon the initiatory steps 
of the Quarterly Conference were confirmed by the appointment of the persons 
put in nomination as trustees of Bluemont Central College Association with 
power and authority to organize under such Constitution and By-laws as they 
might see fit to adopt, for the purpose of enabling them to speed the enter- 
prise and place it on a successful basis.24 


After approval by the conference the board of trustees of the 
Bluemont Central College Association met at the home of the Rev. 
Joseph Denison and organized by the election of “S. D. Houston, 
president, Joseph Denison, vice-president, C. E. Blood, treasurer, 
and Washington Marlatt, secretary. . . . Joseph Denison and 
I. T. Goodnow were appointed general agents with discretionary 
power to procure funds to erect a suitable college building, and in 
all proper ways to advance the enterprise.” A committee was ap- 
pointed to secure a suitable site for the building.” 

On June 9, 1857, the trustees of Bluemont Central College met at 
the college grounds and selected a site for the college building, con- 
sulted concerning its plan, and appointed Messrs. Marlatt, McCol- 
lom and Trafton to be a committee to have its foundation accord- 


22. “Kansas Reminiscences,” by W. Marlatt, May 2, 1874.—Marlatt Collection. 

23. Minutes of the Kansas & Nebraska Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Held at Nebraska City, N. T., April 16th, 1857, p. 14. 

24. Introduction to ‘‘Minutes,’’ Bluemont Central College Association, p. 10. 

25. “Minutes,” ibid., April 27, 1857, p. 11. 
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ing to the contract. Messrs. Houston, Park, Pomeroy and Mead 


a! were appointed to devise ways and means to secure a grant 


of land from Congress to establish an agricultural department for 
Bluemont Central College.” 76 

From the conference Mr. Goodnow went on to the East in per- 
formance of his mission to collect funds for his church, and occa- 
sionally sought to create interest in the proposed college.2*7 He 
reached home November 21, 1857, and on November 27, a meeting 
of the trustees of the college was held at his home. Plans were ini- 
tiated to have a tract of land preémpted as a site for the college.”® 

Organization was effected previous to incorporation, and an agent 
was sent East to solicit funds for carrying out the college project. 
The idea did not elicit much support, and the agent did not collect 
enough to pay his expenses.2® The Rev. Joseph Denison was al- 
lowed two shares of stock of the Manhattan Town Company, valued 
at $100 each, credit for his own subscription of $300, and $50 in ad- 
dition, for his services and expenses on his trip to the East to secure 
funds for the college building.®® 

Messrs. Houston, Denison and Park were constituted a committee 
to memorialize the legislature of Kansas territory to use its influence 
to induce congress to grant land for the establishment of an agricul- 
tural department in Bluemont Central College.** 

“Prof. I. T. Goodnow and Washington Marlatt were appointed a 
committee to have the legislative assembly grant a charter to this 
Association.” 8? 

At a meeting of the trustees of Bluemont Central College it was 
“decided to go ahead with Bluemont Town Site & make improve- 
ments to hold it in proper form. Resolved to memorialize the Legis- 
lature & Congress to grant Lands for Endowment of the Agricultural 
post. Settled with agent, J. Denison, for $400. besides expenses. 
Incidental conversation about agent another year.” ** Mr. Good- 
now “with C. E. Blood, W. Marlatt & J. Denison, Surveyed a place 
for building ‘Bluemont Central College.’ 45 x 70 ft. 2 stories high 
with a basement to be of stone.” A conversation was held with 


26. Notations made by W. Marlatt but not put into the official record.—Marlatt Collec- 
tion. 

27. Goodnow diary, April 21, October 27, 31, 1857. 

“4 Ibid., November 21, 27, 28, 30, 1857. 


“Reminiscences of the Ns eed " address by W. Marlatt in The Industrialist, 


a. I. January 12, 1895, p. 
30. ‘‘Minutes,’’ Bluemont * setae College Association, December 21, 1857, p. 12. 
81. Ibid. 
82. Ibid. 
33. Goodnow diary, December 21, 1857. 
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Mr. McCollom with reference to his deeding 40 acres for college 
purposes.** 

After conference and tentative work by Mr. Goodnow on a char- 
ter, the trustees of Bluemont Central College “decided on a charter 
& a memorial to the Legislature,” and Mr. Goodnow “left home with 
W. Marlatt for Lawrence to get Bluemont Central College incorpo- 
rated &c. . . .”* The legislature met at Lawrence in 1858. 
Mr. Goodnow made the acquaintance of several members, and a 
charter for the college was drawn up which was offered to the legis- 
lature by A. J. Mead.*¢ 

While action was maturing in the legislature Mr. Goodnow made 
a trip to Parkville, Mo., much of it on foot, to see Colonel Park on 
hotel and college business, returning to Lawrence February 6.57 Mr. 
Marlatt had remained in Lawrence looking after legislation.** 

The charter for Bluemont Central College was passed by the legis- 
lature, and Acting Gov. J. W. Denver approved it February 9, 1858. 
Ten other organizations were incorporated by the same legislature 
for the establishment of institutions of higher learning. Of these 
only Baker University and Highland University survive, the latter 
as Highland Junior College.*® 

The act incorporating Bluemont Central College Association is 
as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 

Kansas: 

SecTrion 1. That J. Denison, S. D. Houston, C. E. Blood, W. McCullom, 
J. (1.] T. Goodnow, Washington Marlatt, G. S. Park, S. C. Pomeroy, T. H. 
Webb, and their associates and successors, are hereby constituted a body cor- 
porate, under the name and style of the Blue Mont Central College Associa- 
tion, and by that name shall have perpetual succession, and shall have a com- 
mon seal, and may change and alter the same at pleasure, may sue and be 
sued, plead and be impleaded, defend and be defended, in any court of law or 
equity, and shall have power to hold by gift, grant, devise, purchase or other- 
wise, any lands, tenements, hereditaments, moneys, rents, goods and chattels 
of whatever kind, that have been heretofore, or may hereafter be given, 
granted or devised to, or purchased by them, for the benefit of said association, 
and may sell and dispose of the same, or any part thereof, on lease or rent, 
or improve the same in such manner as they shall deem most conducive to 
the interests of said association. 


34. Ibid., December 25, 1857. 
35. Ibid., January 6, 12, 23, 26, 28, 29, 1858. 
36. Ibid., February 1, 1858. 
87. Ibid., February 4-6, 1858. 
38. Marlatt address, Jndustrialist, January 12, 1895, p. 71. 
. Private Laws of the Territory of Kansas, 1858, pp. 71-91. 
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Sec. 2. The objects of the association are, and shall be, the promotion of 
education and science in Kansas Territory. 


Sec. 3. It shall be lawful for this association to locate a college, to be called 
the Blue Mont Central College, at or near Manhattan city, Kansas Territory. 


Src. 4. That the said association shall have power and authority to estab- 
lish, in addition to the literary department of arts and sciences, an agricultural 
department, with separate professors, to test soils, experiment in the raising of 
crops, the cultivation of trees, and upon a farm set apart for the purpose, so 
as to bring out, to the utmost practical result, the agricultural advantages of 
Kansas, especially the capabilities of its high prairie lands. 

Sec. 5. This association shall have power to make all rules, by-laws and 
regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 6. All property or funds, real, personal or mixed, that may be re- 
ceived, held or appropriated by or for said association, for the exclusive pur- 
poses of education, literary, scientific and agricultural, shall be forever exempt 
from taxation; Provided, That nothing in this Act shall be so construed, in 
such manner, as to allow said corporation to hold more than five thousand 
acres of land at one time. 

This Act to take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

{Signed,] G. W. DEITZLER, 

Speaker of House of Representatives. 
C. W. BABCOCK, 
President of the Council. 

Approved February 9, 1858. 

J. W. DENVER, 
Acting Governor. 


Especial attention should be given to the persistence of the idea 
of making provision for agricultural education and experimentation. 

During the earliest years Bluemont was written as two words, but 
these were soon united to the familiar form. Bluemont is a hill 
215.75 feet in height above the Blue river.*! It presents a bold front 
toward the Kansas river valley at the northeast corner of the town- 
site of Manhattan. It was a well-known landmark for early trav- 
elers in that region. It was named by John C. Fremont who camped 
at its base when on one of his memorable expeditions across the 
plains.*? 

The incorporators of Bluemont Central College were prominent 
men in the immediate locality or elsewhere. Joseph Denison was 
a Methodist minister in Boston at the time of his decision to emi- 
grate to Kansas.** Isaac T. Goodnow was professor of natural 

40. Ibid., pp. 75, 76. 


41. G. H. Failyer and William Ulrich, The Nationalist, Manhattan, April 16, 1875. 


42. Manhattan Nationalist, July 17, 1874, quoting a correspondent of the Hollidaysburg 
(Pa.) Standard. 


43. Harriet Parkerson in Log Cabin Days (Riley County Historical Society, 1929), p. 22. 
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science in East Greenwich Academy, East Greenwich, R. I., from 
1848 to 1855, when he resigned to go to Kansas with the avowed 
purpose of helping to make it a free state.4* Washington Marlatt 
was a graduate of Indiana Asbury University, now DePauw Uni- 
versity, Greencastle, Ind. He came to Manhattan in 1856. He was 
an itinerant Methodist minister in Kansas for a considerable period.*® 

C. E. Blood was a Congregational minister from Mason, N. H., 
who began service in Kansas as a home missionary by preaching 
in Juniata in November, 1854.*° Mr. Blood organized the Congre- 
gational church in Manhattan. Wm. A. McCollom was also a Con- 
gregational minister, and from October, 1860, to April, 1863, served 
the Congregational church in Wabaunsee.**? S. D. Houston, from 
Illinois, was one of the Canton group which, with others, formed 
the Manhattan Town Association. He was the only Free-State 
representative in the territorial legislature of 1855, and later filled 
important public positions.4* Samuel C. Pomeroy was financial 
agent of the New England Emigrant Aid Company,* which pro- 
moted the settling of Free-State men in Kansas. He was very 
prominent in public affairs, and became one of the first two United 
States senators from Kansas. Thomas H. Webb was secretary of 
the New England Emigrant Aid Company.’ In preceding para- 
graphs the character and importance of Col. Geo. 8. Park have been 
indicated in a measure. A biography as prepared by the Rev. E. B. 
Sherwood was read at the funeral of Colonel Park. It presented 
briefly his colorful career.®4 

These brief notes indicate the caliber of the men who founded 
Bluemont Central College, and their bringing this enterprise to a 
successful issue is a tribute to their persistence, and to the character 
and the sincerity of those who contributed financially to the support 
of the undertaking. It should be noted, however, that while an im- 
posing array of names appears, and was maintained, in the list of 
trustees, Messrs. Marlatt, Denison and Goodnow were the only ones 
who took financial risks beyond their individual subscriptions. Their 


44. Kansas and Kansans (Chicago, 1918), by W. E. Connelley, p. 1853, and Dr. C. L. 
Marlatt. 


45. Kansas and Kansans, p. 2445. 
46. Kansas Historical Collections, v. XII, p. 427. 
47. Semi-Centennial, Wabaunsee Congregational Church (June 27-28, 1907), p. 43. 
48. Kansas Historical Collections, v. V, p. 198. 
49. Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. XII, p. 126. 
50. Ibid., p. 128. 

. Unidentified clipping in ‘“‘Goodnow Scrapbook No. I,”’ pp. 35, 
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vision initiated the enterprise, their faith carried it on, and their 
labor brought the successful issue.5? 

Shortly after the chartering of Bluemont Central College Associa- 
tion by the legislature, the trustees met and organized by electing 
S. D. Houston president, Joseph Denison vice-president, I. T. Good- 
now treasurer, and Washington Marlatt, secretary. Members of 
the association whose names do not appear in the charter were con- 
stituted associate members.®* The trustees voted to accept the lands 
and funds offered by the Bluemont Town Company, and Prof. I. T. 
Goodnow was appointed to receive them. Messrs. Blood, Denison 
and Goodnow were made a committee to wait upon A. J. Mead, and 
attempt to get more favorable terms for the donation of one hundred 
lots pledged conditionally by the Cincinnati and Kanzas Land Com- 
pany. Messrs. Wm. A. McCollom and I. T. Goodnow were ap- 
pointed a committee to draft a constitution for the association.™ 

The Kansas and Nebraska conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
church held its meeting for 1858 in Topeka, and the minutes re- 
corded that: 


The Trustees of Blue Mount Central College the past year have secured 
from the Legislature of Kansas a very liberal charter. They have also secured 
upward of two hundred acres of land within one mile of Manhattan City, 
with the prospect of adding thereto; making one of the most beautiful sites 
for a college to be found anywhere. They now have one hundred lots in the 
city of Manhattan, the present value of which would be at least five thou- 
sand dollars. They have on the subscription list about two thousand dollars, 
and contingent pledges to a large amount more. It is the purpose of the 
trustees to erect a substantial stone building, and to have the institution in 
operation at the earliest possible period. Your committee recommend the 
renewal of the appointment of the trustees of last year, with the additional 
name of Thomas Webb. The trustees respectfully petition the Conference 
to authorize the appointment of Isaac T. Goodnow, A. M., as agent for the 
institution for the ensuing year.55 


Soon after the annual conference the trustees of Bluemont Central 
College Association held a meeting at which “Prof. I. T. Goodnow 
presented a constitution which after various corrections and amend- 
ments was unanimously adopted.” 5* The constitution is recorded in 
the minute book of the association.5* The Rev. I. Kalloch was 


2. Muerlatt’s “Reminiscences of the ‘Beginnings,’’’ The Industrialist, January 12, 1895, 


53. ‘‘Minutes,”” Bluemont Central College Association, February 26, 1858, p. 13. 

54. Ibid. 

55. Minutes of the Kansas and Nebraska Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
Held at Topeka, Kansas Territory, April 15-19, 1858, p. 9. 

56. ‘‘Minutes,”” Bluemont Central College Association, May 19, 1858, p. 14. 
57. Ibid., p. 6. 
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“authorized to collect funds for the erection of a college building,” 
and Messrs. Blood, Marlatt and Denison were made a committee to 
survey anew the townsite of Bluemont and purchase additions to it.5* 

The site chosen for Bluemont Central College was part of a pro- 
jected town called Bluemont and was about three miles from the 
village of Manhattan. There were no business houses there, and 
pioneer residences scattered on surrounding farms afforded the only 
opportunities for rooms or board for students who might be attracted 
from more distant localities. The trustees of Bluemont Central 
College Association in order to alleviate this condition voted “that 
Rev. Washington Marlatt be a committee to donate lots in the town 
of Bluemont to such persons as will within a reasonable length of 
time put up suitable buildings on the same,” and he was instructed 
to have the townsite resurveyed in part by having certain parallels 
run.59 

S. D. Houston resigned the presidency of the board of trustees of 
Bluemont Central College Association, and I. T. Goodnow was ap- 
pointed to succeed him, and, apparently, he retained the treasurer- 
ship. Mr. Goodnow was also constituted the “regular and lawful 
agent with power of attorney invested with full authority to dispose 
of all property belonging to the Bluemont Central College Associa- 
tion, together with one-third of the lots in the town of Bluemont, 
Riley County, Kansas Territory, to raise the necessary funds for the 
erection of a college building in said town.” 

Professor Goodnow made a trip to the East in 1858, and as agent 
of Bluemont Central College Association called upon many of his 
acquaintances, and others to whom he had introductions. He seems 
to have had a remarkable faculty for persuasion, and his diary re- 
cords his successes and failures. He returned to Manhattan, and at 
a meeting of the trustees of the association he reported that he had 
sold $3,300 worth of lots, and that $3,000 worth of real estate had 
been donated to the college. His expenses had been about $150. He 
was made permanent agent for the college, and allowed a salary of 
$800 up to April 1, 1859, and $1,000 a year for ensuing years. 

During the winter of 1858-1859, Mr. Goodnow attended to the 
digging of a well on the site selected for the college building. This 
was finished January 31, and pronounced “a noble” well.®* Although 

58. Ibid., p. 14. 

59. Ibid., May $1, 1858, p. 15. 

60. Ibid. 


61. Ibid., October 20, 1858, p. 17, and Goodnow diary, October 20, 1858. 
. Goodnow diary, November 30, 1858, to January 31, 1859. 
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described with such initial enthusiasm, the well failed and was deep- 
ened, and even then did not meet the needs of stone masons and 
plasterers who erected the building later.* 

On February 15, 1859, the trustees of the association voted “that 
we proceed to erect a college building during the present [year] at a 
cost of not less than six thousand dollars.” It was also voted “that 
Professor I. T. Goodnow be added to, and be made chairman of, the 
building committee.” Joseph Denison and Washington Marlatt 
were the other members.™ 

The conference records for 1859 contain this information concern- 
ing the enterprise: 


The Trustees of Bluemont Central College have regularly laid out the two 
hundred and twenty acres of land in their possession into a town, calling it 
“Bluemont.” 

They have let out the contract for the erection of a substantial stone build- 
ing, sixty by forty-four feet, three stories high, to be surmounted with a 
cupola, all to be executed in good style, and to be ready for occupancy, in 
part, by the first of December, 1859, when they expect to open a school of a 
grade to meet the demands of the times and the place. Said college building 
will cost, when completed, not less than ten thousand dollars. 

They have, aside from the lands above named, reliable subscriptions to the 
amount of two thousand dollars, one hundred lots in the city of Manhattan, 
the present value of which is not less than six thousand dollars, and notes 
bearing interest, payable on demand, to the amount of fifteen hundred dollars 

Your committee would respectfully recommend the appointment of J. J. 
Davis, Dr. J. W. Robison, John Pip{hler, George S. Park and Rev. John 
Paulson as Trustees of said College, for the space of three years, from the 
first of April, A. D. 1859. 

They would furthermore beg leave to offer the following resolution for your 
adoption: 

Resolved, That as a Conference we highly approve the efforts of the 
Trustees of Bluemont Central College, to erect a noble College edifice the 
present year, and most cordially approve the continuation of Prof. I. T. 
Goodnow as agent, to carry out their plans for its erection.® 


It was further stated: 


The Trustees of Bluemont Central College, through their Agents the past 
year, have secured from the Legislature of Kansas a very liberal Charter. 
They have also secured one hundred acres of land within a mile of Manhat- 
tan City, with the prospect of adding thereto. They have one hundred lots 
in the City of Manhattan, now worth five thousand dollars, and subscriptions 
amounting to about two thousand dollars, besides contingent pledges to a 
large amount. They purpose erecting a substantial stone building, and to 


63. Ibid., April 28, 1859, and letter of W. Marlatt to I. T. Goodnow, April 20, 1860. 

64. a Bluemont Central College Association, May 81, 1858, p. 15, and February 
15, 1859, q 

65. Minutes of the Fourth Session o, — ts Kansas and Nebraska Annual Conference, of the 
Methodist E. Church, Held at 


ebraska, April 14-18, 1859, p. 15. 
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have the Institution in operation at the earliest possible period. The Trustees 
respectfully petition the Conference to appoint Isaac T. Goodnow, A. M., 
Agent for the Institution for the present year.® 


Professor Goodnow spent much time on the college project dur- 
ing the spring months. He surveyed the site, collaborated with 
J. H. Brous in drawing plans for the building, arranged with neigh- 
boring citizens to furnish timber for structural use, interviewed 
builders and mechanics, and prepared specifications for the car- 
penters.** On April 29 he started to the East to continue solicita- 
tion of funds for the building. On the way he stopped at Leaven- 
worth and bought lumber for the building from L. R. Griffin. Mr. 
H. P. Johnson went security for him. He contracted with Captain 
Beasley for transportation of $1,064.70 worth of lumber to Man- 
hattan by the steamer Gus Linn. He also bought hardware to the 
amount of $82.95.°° The steamer embarked May 8, and reached 
Manhattan, May 15. The freight charges were $80. 

The cornerstone of the college building was laid May 10, 1859. 
No local account of the proceedings was published, but T. C. Wells, 
in a letter to his father, wrote May 14, 1859: 

They had speeches &c at the laying of the corner stone of the “Blue Mont 
Central College” last Tuesday afternoon, the first ceremony of the kind that 
has occurred in Kansas. About three hundred people were present and some 
very good speeches were made. Quite a number of documents were placed in 
the cavity of the stone. The college building will be 40[44] ft. x 60 ft. on the 
ground and three stories high, all stone—underpinning corners, and window 
and door caps to be hewn, the rest rough work. It will be in full view from 
our house, half a mile distant.7° 


The Kansas Express, later named Manhattan Ezpress, began 
publication soon after, probably May 21, 1859,71 but would not 
publish an account of the ceremony, alleging that it was no longer 
news. There was probably delay in getting in a report.7? 

The contract for stone work on the college building was given to 
Clarke W. Lewis, for carpenter work, to Jasher H. Brous, and for 
plastering, and perhaps painting, to (H. or William?) Bloss. Many 
others worked on the building. J. C. Christensen wrote that his fa- 
ther, Niels Christensen, acted as cook for the gang, and told him 


66. Ibid., p. 17. 


67. Goodnow diary, March 2, 8, 15, 16, 18, 19, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, April 5, 9, 11, 12, 
23, 26, 28, 1859. 


68. Ibid., May 8-7, 1859. 

69. Letter of W. Marlatt to I. T. Goodnow, May 16, 1859. 
70. Wells, T. C., “Letters of a Kansas Pioneer,” Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. V, p. 399. 
71. Gaeddert, G. R., ‘First Newspapers in Kansas Counties,” in ibid., v. X, p. 27. 

72. Letter of W. Marlatt to I. T. Goodnow, August 6, 1859. 
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that the preachers of the neighborhood used to help out. Of these, 
only the Rev. W. Marlatt worked. on Saturday; the others had to 
prepare their sermons for the next day, but he could preach without 
preparation.™® 

During the absence of Professor Goodnow, immediate responsi- 
bility for superintendence of the building operations fell upon 
Messrs. Marlatt and Denison. Mr. Marlatt wrote frequent letters 
to Mr. Goodnow. In one of these he stated that it took all of the 
time of himself or Denison to attend to the undertaking.™* Mr. 
Denison was away a good deal on his ministerial duties, so the 
brunt of the oversight of the construction and the supply of ma- 
terials was met by Mr. Marlatt. It was a wearisome task. The 
greatest cause of worry was the lack of cash to meet the bills for 
labor and materials. In spite of difficulties, fair progress was made, 
and by August 10 the masons were working on the walls of the 
third story.”® 

With numerous other duties, also, Mr. Marlatt at one time felt 
so “heartily tired,” that but for “the idea of shirking responsibili- 
ties” he would gladly have abandoned all and retired to private 
life.7* Yet within a month he wrote: 

We wish if possible to have two rooms at least lathed and plastered this 
fall so as to have a school this winter. It must be done if at all possible. 

We can have one of a mixed character. . . . I have no great 

confidence in myself as an “educator,” but if duty requires I am willing to try 
it on a while at least. . . .77 


Later, Mr. Marlatt wrote to Mr. Goodnow: 


: I can make arrangements to live in the College the coming winter if 
need be. I gave my opinion in reference to a school, and the paper in my 
last. Let us have a school by all means. Paper is inefficient. Sold out to 
Whiskey, Mead, Snow and Co. Let it go. 


With reference to the college building, he estimated the financial 
needs until the next spring at $1,000, and stated that “after so long 
a time we have near about all things in readiness to raise the roof.” 
The paper referred to was The Kansas Express, published by C. F. 
De Vivaldi.”* 


. Letter of J. C. Christensen to J. T. Willard, February 17, 1938. 
. Letter of W. Marlatt to I. T. Goodnow, August 6, 1859. 

. Ibid., August 10, 1859. 

. Ibid., August 6, 1859. 

. Ibid., September 1, 1859. 

. Ibid., September 29, 1859. 





BLUEMONT CENTRAL COLLEGE 


The building was erected in 1859 by the Bluemont Central College Association. When 
t was given to the state in 1863 first classes for Kansas State College were held here. 
It was razed in 1883. The cut is from a drawing made from a lithograph accompanying 
1 map of Manhattan published in 1867, The sketch is inperfeet, as it does not show 
the name Bluemont College, which was cut in the stone arch over the window in the 
gable. [This and succeeding cuts courtesy of Dr. J. T. Willard.) 
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At this stage of construction the Manhattan paper published the 
following paragraph: 


Tue Manuatran Co.iece.—This splendid, large three-story stone edifice 
is fast approaching its completion. The mason’s work was finished some time 
since, and the carpenters are now employing all their skill and energy to have 
the building ready for schooling by the first of December. We cannot find 
words strong enough to eulogise the spirit of enterprise, and the devotion to 
the noble causes of Christianity and learning, which have characterized the 
whole conduct of the eminent men who exerted themselves with such an un- 
tired constancy in behalf of the complete success of the Manhattan College. 
This institution is to be under the supervision of the Methodist Episcopal de- 
nomination, and will eventually be made one of their best colleges in the 
West. Projects of building grand seminaries, universities and colleges are 
quite common in the numerous cities of Kansas; but so far as we are in- 
formed, we believe that ours of Manhattan is the only one which has been 
effectually built.79 


At a meeting of the Bluemont Central College Association action 
was taken stated as follows: 

On motion of Rev. Joseph Denison; Resolved that the time is fully come 
to open a school in the college. 

On motion voted that there be but two departments, viz: Primary and Pre- 
paratory. 

On motion voted that a committee of five be appointed to carry out the 
above resolution. Marlatt, Goodnow, Blood, Denison and McCollom were 
made said committee. 

Prof. I. T. Goodnow being called upon gave a satisfactory report on the 
financial concerns of the college.8° 


The management of the school seems to have been entirely in the 
hands of the committee provided. There is no mention of employ- 
ment of teachers by the trustees at this meeting, but the Express 
had already published a paragraph stating that the trustees had 
decided that the college “should be opened for the reception of stu- 
dents during the first week of January, and that, for the present, 
the Rev. Washington Marlatt should be entrusted with the instruc- 
tion of the first pupils. . . .” The editor continued with a recom- 
mendation of “this new and beautiful institution of learning and 
morality.” ®*' Mr. Goodnow spent considerable time during the first 
week of 1860 securing students for the school, and preparing a room 
in the college building. The school opened January 9, 1860, with 
an enrollment of 29 pupils.*? 

79. Manhattan Express, October 1, 1859. 

80. “Minutes,"”” Bluemont Central College Association, December 28, 1859, p. 19. 


81. Manhattan Express, December 24, 1859. 
82. Goodnow diary, January 4, 6-9, 1860. 
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This advertisement was carried in the Manhattan Express, and 
similar advertisements appeared for the second, third and fourth 
terms: 

Biug Mont Cotece. 


By order of the Board of Trustees, this school will open Janu- 
ary 9th, 1860, under the charge of Rev. Washington Marlatt, 
A.M.., assisted by Miss Julia A. Bailey, an experienced and suc- 
cessful teacher. 

Tuition per term of 11 weeks as follows: 

Common English branches 

Higher English branches, as Philosophy, Physiology, Algebra, 
etc. 

Languages 


Tuition in Advance. 
Necessary textbooks in the hands of the Treasurer at low rates. 
The Trustees design furnishing facilities for a continuous and 
ample course of Academical and Collegiate study. 
Farther information can be obtained by addressing the Presi- 
dent or Secretary. 
I. T. Goopnow, Pres. & Treas. 
W. Maruatt, Sec’y.8% 


While on his Eastern trip, Professor Goodnow engaged Miss Julia 


A. Bailey of Gales Ferry, Conn., to go to Kansas to teach in the 
school.** Miss Bailey “had been liberally educated according to 
New England standards, and the strength of her character was on 
a plane with her varied accomplishments.” *° She was an experi- 
enced and successful teacher. 

During the winter of 1859-1860 Prof. I. T. Goodnow showed his 
interest in the school by visiting classes and exhibiting the magic 
lantern, and by doing many things to promote completion of the 
building, including tending mason in the finishing of the well.** 

A sermon was preached in the college on January 22, 1860, by the 
Rev. Joseph Denison, P. E., ** and religious exercises were held in 
the building practically every Sunday following, and frequently at 
other times. 

After consulting with Messrs. Denison and Marlatt concerning 
the presidency of Bluemont Central College, Mr. Goodnow wrote to 


83. Express, January 7, 1860 et seq., April 7 et seq., September 22 et seg., December 22 
et seq. 


84. Goodnow diary, October 6, 1859. 
85. Kansas and Kansans, v. V, p. 2445. 


86. Goodnow diary, January 18, 20, 26, 30, February 1, 8, 4-15, 20, 23, 26, 27, March 
1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 10, 1860. 


87. Ibid., January 22, 1860, and later dates. 
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W. R. Clark offering it to him.** No record of Mr. Clark’s reply 
has been found, but evidently he did not accept the honor. 

Several matters of only current importance were handled by the 
trustees at the annual meeting held March 10, 1860, in addition to 
a few of more permanent interest. The committee appointed to open 
the school reported that ‘a school opened January 9th, 1860, under 
the charge of Rev. Washington Mariatt as Principal and Miss Julia 
A. Bailey as assistant. Whole number of students enrolled up to 
the present time, fifty-three. They have visited the school from 
time to time, neted the manner of conducting the same, and find 
it in every way satisfactory.” °° 

It was also moved “that the joint board, as per the requirements 
of the constitution, proceed to elect a person to take charge of the 
‘Collegiate Preparatory Department’ of Bluemont Central College. 
Rev. Washington Marlatt was chosen to fill the station. Voted that 
Prof. Marlatt be allowed for the first year a salary of $600.” As 
payment of part of his salary, Mr. Marlatt was to receive an interest 
in Block 34 of the town of Bluemont.*° 

I. T. Goodnow was continued as financial agent in all matters 
belonging directly or indirectly to the college, and was instructed to 
use his influence toward raising means to endow the same, and C. 
E. Blood, W. A. McCollom, Joseph Denison, John Paulson and I. 
T. Goodnow were made a prudential committee with discretionary 
powers to act ad libitum, for the current year, in all matters per- 
taining to the school.*! 

The board also provided “that I. T. Goodnow, John Paulson, 
Joseph Denison and Washington Marlatt be a committee empow- 
ered to elect a president of Bluemont Central College, if in their 
wisdom it be thought advisable during the present collegiate year.” *” 

At the Methodist Episcopal Conference for 1860, the committee 
reported as follows: 

Your committee would respectfully beg leave to report that during the past 
year nearly ten thousand dollars have been expended in the erection of one of 
the finest stone buildings in Kansas, to complete and furnish which five thou- 
sand dollars more is required. Half of this amount is already secured by re- 
liable notes, payable within eight months. To raise the balance, the trustees 
rely on donations in money and town lots in the city of Manhattan. 


. Ibid., January 27, 1860. 

. ‘“Minutes,’’ Bluemont Central College Association, March 10, 1860, p. 20. 
. Ibid., p. 21. 

. Ibid. 

. Ibid., p. 22. 
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In order that the enterprise thus happily begun, may have a speedy comple- 
tion, as also for the purpose of endowing the institution— 

1. Resolved that as a Conference, we highly approve the continuation of 
Professor I. T. Goodnow, as agent for the present year. 

The first term of the school commenced January 9th, 1860, under the charge 
of Rev. Washington Marlatt, A. M., as Principal, and Miss Julia A. Bailey, As- 
sistant, and already numbers 53 pupils—and is highly appreciated for its ef- 
fectiveness in meeting the practical wants of the people: Therefore— 

2. Resolved, that the Presiding Officer be respectfully requested to appoint 
Rev. Washington Marlatt, principal of the Preparatory Department of Blue- 
mont Central College. 

Your committee would further respectfully request the appointment of C. F. 
DeVivaldi, Abraham Barry, Esq., Wm. A. McCollom, 8. C. Pomeroy and Pro- 
fessor I. T. Goodnow, as trustees of the said college, for the term of three years 
from the first of April, A. D. 1860.93 


Mr. Goodnow left for the East, March 21, 1860, to further the 
interests of Bluemont Central College, and he remained until Janu- 
ary, 1861. His diaries show the assiduity with which he conducted 
this work, in which he sold lots and collected money and books for 
the college. His experience as a teacher had given him an acquaint- 
ance with a large number of persons, and he visited many in the 
interest of the school.* 

While Mr. Goodnow was in the East, Mr. Marlatt bore the burden 
of managing the school, and superintending the work of completing 
the college building. The school was small the spring term and Miss 
Bailey was rather discouraged. Incompetent workmen and defective 
building materials, and inconvenient conditions were constant wor- 
ries to Mr. Marlatt. 

It is not surprising that the magnitude of the enterprise, with the 
difficulties of attaining success under such primitive conditions 
should have led to speculations concerning possible relief. Mr. Mar- 
latt wrote as follows: 


Houston wants to know if we and all concerned won’t be willing to give the 
college, with all the land etc., etc. belonging to it, to the State, provided the 
legislature would locate the State University here. What say you to it? He 
thinks we ought to be properly prepared, in case we were willing, when the 
matter comes up before the legislature, to make some definite proposition. 
Werter B. Davis was favorably impressed with the college site, building etc. 


Prospects for the third term of the school were not bright, and the 


93. Minutes of the Kansas and Nebraska Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Held at Leavenworth, K. T., March, 1860, pp. 12, 13. 


94. Goodnow diaries, March 21, 1860, to January 31, 1861. 


95. Letters of Washington Marlatt to I. T. Goodnow, April 20, 28, May 21, 28, June 6, 
18, and later ones. 


96. Ibid., July 18, 1860. 














ca 
lov 


ent 


fur 


du 


for 


seas 


bo 


tl 





pDle- 
| of 


irge 
As 
ef- 


int 
Jue- 


>r0- 
ars 


the 


ted 
for 
nt- 
the 


len 
ing 
iss 
ive 
or- 


the 
ons 


the 
the 


the 
ion. 
0.96 


the 


itch, 


e 6, 











Wi.tiarp: BLuEMONT CENTRAL COLLEGE 341 


opening was deferred to September 24, 1860. Mr. Marlatt in Octo- 
ber wrote: “The school is still small. I shall not be in it much this 
term, as the proceeds will barely pay Miss B. a living price. Miss 
B. and Judge Westover’s daughter occupy the south room upstairs 
and board with Mr. Blake.” % 

At a meeting of the prudential committee, Professor Marlatt being 
called in made a statement, and the committee took action as fol- 
lows: 

The school numbers but fifteen students. The labor of teaching is great 
enough for two persons, while the income is barely sufficient to pay the board 
of one. Wherefore be it resolved, 1. That Miss Bailey have permission to 
furnish a table for herself and one or more students in a room in the college 
during the ensuing term. 2. That Rev. J. Denison and Prof. Marlatt have the 
sanction of the committee in visiting the states for the purpose of raising funds 
for the support of the college.98 


In November, Mr. Goodnow shipped four boxes of books from the 
East to the college. He also, with the assistance of L. Fish, per- 
suaded Joseph Ingalls, of Swampscott, Mass., to subscribe $250 for 
the purchase of a bell for the college.** Miss Harriet Parkerson 
stated to the writer that Mr. Ingalls was not in the habit of making 
contributions to public enterprises, and that Mr. Goodnow as part 
of his persuasion promised Mr. Ingalls that his name should be en- 
graved on the bell. The name and the fact of the donation were so 
engraved, and the bell now rings for the regular duties of Kansas 
State College. It is one of Meneely’s best, and has a very fine tone. 

The letters of Principal Marlatt to Professor Goodnow during the 
autumn of 1860, show that the school was small, and that it was left 
almost entirely to the care of Miss Bailey. He wrote: 

This is a rainy day, and I have decided to spend the afternoon indoor, and 
see how the school progresses, and note the behavior of the boys. The school 
is small enough to be good. The boys miss me sadly. They need a sound 


thrashing (some of them) every day, and Miss B. is entirely too kind of heart 
to do them that justice they so richly deserve. . . .100 


Work toward completion of the building was continued by Messrs. 
Brous and Bloss.?°! Some rooms were rented to a family, much to 
the displeasure of Mr. Marlatt, who wrote: 


. . The vipers you and Bro. Denison admitted to the College, I opposed 
it, hove been aiming a blow at the institution. I in the persons of the teachers 


97. Ibid., August 5, September 6, October 3, 1860. 

98. ‘‘Minutes,”” Bluemont Central College Association, October 24, 1860, p. 28. 
99. Goodnow diary, November 6, 17, 1860. 

100. Marlatt to Goodnow, November 8, 1860. 

101. Ibid., November 17, December 17, 1860. 
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expect to bruise the serpents’ heads in the fullness of time. Explanations when 
you arrive.102 

The College has suffered not a little in public esteem by the admission of a 
private family within its walls.1°% 


Although Mr. Marlatt was opposed to admitting a family to the 
building, his own residence there was in another category. He wrote: 


We are having a vacation. Miss B. is in town visiting for a week past. I 
have moved into the south room on the “Ground floor,” not of King Solomon’s 
temple, but this temple of learning prospectively. I am fixed off real cozily. 
Madam Huntress says there is but one thing lacking! . . . The next term 
will open on the 24th and continue till conference. There will be twenty or 
thirty in attendance. . . .104 


In a letter to Mrs. Goodnow, Professor Goodnow wrote: “I have 
packed up for Kansas 7 boxes of books, 3 boxes of apparatus, and 2 
clocks for the college chapel and study room. We shall have one of 
the finest libraries west of the Missouri River.” 3% 

The seed planted by S. D. Houston germinated, and shortly after 
the return of Professor Goodnow the board of trustees met and took 
action recorded as follows: 


Trustees of Bluemont Central College Association met at the college as per 
call of the President of the Board to take into consideration the propriety of 
offering this institution to the State on condition that the Legislative Assembly 
make it the State University. . . . A quorum being present, after mature 
consideration it was voted to appoint a committee of five to put the whole 
matter in proper shape to be laid before the legislature, and report the same 
at the next meeting of the Board. I. T. Goodnow, J. Denison, J. W. Robinson, 
C. E. Blood and Washington Marlatt were the men appointed as said commit- 
tee. The first named as chairman. On motion J. W. Robinson was requested 
to make a drawing of the Coilege Buildings and surroundings.1° 


At a subsequent meeting, the committee offered the following 
report: 


Resolved by the Trustees of Bluemont Central College Association that we 
donate to the State of Kansas our College Building, library and apparatus to- 
gether with one hundred and twenty (120) acres, more or less, of land contig- 
uous as a College site, on condition that the legislature locate here permanently 
the State University.107 


At this point C. F. De Vivaldi, publisher of the local paper, the 
Western Kansas Express, and a member of the board, asked for 


102. Ibid., November 28, 1860. 

103. Ibid., December 17, 1860. 

104. Ibid. 

105. Letter of I. T. Goodnow to Mrs. Goodnow, December 16, 1860. 

106. ‘‘Minutes,”” Bluemont Central College Association, February 15, 1861, p. 24. 
107. Ibid., February 28, 1861, p. 26. 
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$225 to assist him with his paper, and a committee was appointed to 
consider his request. As a result, Mr. De Vivaldi was given certain 
lots with the condition that if Bluemont Central College did not be- 
come the state university they should be deeded back to the college. 
It did not, but he did not return the lots or their value.?% 

The Minutes of the Kansas Annual Conference for 1861 contain 
some interesting data, as follows: 

Your Committee [on education] would report, that the College Edifice is 
now completed at a cost of $18,000, that a library and apparatus have been se- 
cured worth $2,000. While its real estate is valued at $5,000. Total cash valua- 
tion $25,000. The outstanding claims against the College amount to $2,000. 

Despite the many discouragements consequent upon a failure of crops in our 
midst, the school has been kept in active operation during the past Conference 
year. In view of these facts and to meet the future wants of the institution, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Conference renew the appointment of Prof. I. T. Good- 
now as financial agent, with authority to appoint a substitute. 

Resolved, That S. D. Houston, C. C. Blood, James Humphrey, Washington 
Marlatt and Joseph Denison, be appointed Trustees. 

Resolved, That in accordance with the request of the Trustees, the President 
of this Conference be respectfully requested to re-appoint Rev. Washington 
Marlatt, A. M., Principal of the Preparatory Department of Bluemont Central 
College.109 


The town of Manhattan was interested in having Bluemont Cen- 
tral College become the state university and a meeting of the Man- 
hattan City Council was called for March 23, 1861, for the purpose 
of taking “into consideration the propriety and expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation to defray the expense of two delegates to the 
State Legislature, who shall work to secure the location of the State 
University at Manhattan,” and “on motion of A. Griffin, an ap- 
propriation of one hundred dollars was made to defray the expenses 
of Lobby members at the Capital, for the purpose of securing the 
location of the State University at Manhattan.” 11° 

The entries in the diary of Professor Goodnow during the months 
of April and May, 1861, record his work with members of the legis- 
lature in attempting to get the university located at Manhattan. In 
the Western Kansas Express in a letter signed “E. X.” and headed 
“From our Special Correspondent,” the following paragraph occurs: 


The bill locating the State University at Manhattan is introduced into the 
House, but meets with considerable opposition arising not so much from a de- 


108. Ibid., and appended note, February 28, March 2, 1861, pp. 25 and 27. 


109. Minutes of the Kansas Annual Conference, of the ene Episcopal Church, Sizth 
Session, Held in Atchison, Kansas, March 21st, 1861, pp. 12, 


110. Western Kansas Express, March 30, 1861. 
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sire to compete with the generous offers of the Trustees of Bluemont College, 
as from other hidden causes; an opposition too that may not be shown in the 
vote on the bill but which really exists. The Western members, without ex- 
ception, show a hearty gocd will towards the measure, and Manhattan owes 
much to the generous cooperation of the gentlemen from Pottawatomie and 
Wabaunsee Counties in this matter.!21 


In spite of opposition, the bill accepting the offer of the Bluemont 
Central College property for the state of Kansas as a site for the 
state university passed the house by a vote of 43 to 19, and the 
senate by a vote of 17 to 8. This was after ample discussion, and a 
visit to the college by a committee of the legislature.'!? 

The Express published a restrained account of the favorable ac- 
tion of the legislature, but followed it by the later news that Gov- 
ernor Robinson had vetoed the bill. 


Tue Strate UNIVERSITY 


This important institution is located by the State Legislature at Manhattan. 
The trustees of the Bluemont College have tendered their building and grounds 
together with the library and apparatus to the State for the benefit of the Uni- 
versity. To those who have seen this institution we need not say that this is 
a most magnificent offer, and the Legislature has acted wisely in accepting the 
grant and establishing in our beautiful and growing city the State University. 


Verorp.—Since writing the above we have learned through the Topeka Hec- 
ord, that the bill locating the University at Manhattan has been returned to 
the Legislature by the Governor without his signature. The Governor assigns 
several feeble reasons for this act, which merely amount to the fact that he 
wants to put in a bid himself at a future time.118 


Professor Goodnow’s diary shows that he maintained a concrete 
interest in the welfare of the school to the extent of doing much 
manual labor for it, alone or assisting others in such work. On 
August 9 he recorded having a talk with Principal Marlatt on the 
school, and that he was going to take a circuit, and a new teacher 
would be necessary.!4 

At a meeting of the trustees of Bluemont Central College, action 
was taken as follows: 

The office of Principal being declared vacant, on motion Prof. I. T. Good- 


now chosen to fill that station till April Ist, 1862, with authority to employ an 
assistant. The remuneration of Principal and Assistant together with all inci- 


111. IJbid., | 4, 1861; Goodnow diary, April 6, 10-18, 15-20, 24, May 7, 9, 14, 
15, 18, 23, 30, 


aus. oe. por 23, 24, May 9, 28, 1861; House Journal, 1861, p. 855; Senate Journal, 
Pp. 


113. all Kansas Express, June 1, 1861. 


114. Goodnow diary, July 17, 19, * 22-26, August 8, 6, 8, 9, Septem tober 
1018, 24, 26, 30, 81, December 16, 27, 1861. . alnden - 
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dental expenses in keeping up the school be the tuition of the pupils in at- 
tendance.115 


Principal Goodnow offered Mr. Marlatt a teacher’s place, but he 
declined it, and Miss Nancy Bemis was engaged as assistant teacher 
in the school.* The school opened October 8 with sixteen pupils, 
and at least twelve enrolled later. Professor Goodnow taught classes, 
and made benches and a desk for the school. He had a class in 
algebra, and one in astronomy. He fitted up a separate recitation 
room for himself. The college bell arrived December 10, and was 
hung on the 14th. The school term closed December 21, 1861.17 

Principal Goodnow opened the winter term of the school with 40 
pupils. Miss Nancy L. Bemis and the Rev. Robert L. Harford were 
his assistants. Mr. Goodnow was the member of the house from 
his legislative district, and went to Topeka soon after the beginning 
of the winter term of the school, and renewed his efforts to get the 
university located at Manhattan. With Davies Wilson he drew up 
a university bill which was introduced in the house January 20, 
1862.118 

Representative Goodnow carried on an active campaign in behalf 
of the bill to locate the university at Manhattan, but was handi- 
capped by a party contest concerning the eligibility of certain men 
to serve as senators. After a debate in committee of the whole, the 
committee recommended that the university be located at Man- 
hattan. Lawrence, Emporia and Tecumseh were also considered. 
The bill was passed by the house the next day, February 18, 1862, 
by a vote of 45 to 16.1! The trouble was in the senate, where the 
bill was finally defeated by a vote of 11 to 12.179 

The Methodist conference minutes for 1862 include the following 
important details of information: 

Your Committee [on education] beg leave to report Bluemont Central Col- 
lege in a prosperous condition. During the past Conference year, a school of 
such grade as the wants of the country required, has been in successfull opera- 
tion. 

Now that a commodious edifice has been erected, and a choice library and 
philosophical apparatus procured, the Joint-Board hope to be able, soon to in- 
augurate a regular collegiate department, and thus make the Institution a Col- 


115. “Minutes,” Bluemont Central College Association, September 11, 1861, p. 27. 

116. Goodnow diary, September 28, October 2, 1861. 

117. Ibid., October 8, 15-18, 24, 26, 28, December 11, 14, 21, 1861. 

118. Ibid., January 2, 15, 20, 1862; House Journal, 1862, p. 36. 

119. Goodnow diary, January 15, 20, 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, February 5, 6, 18, 15, 17, 18, 
1862; House Journal, 1862, p. 276. 


ue Goodnow diary, February 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, March 8, 1862; Senate Journal, 1862, 
Pp. 
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lege in fact, in which the youth of our land may receive that mental and moral 
training, necessary to fit them for the practical duties of life—Therefore, Re- 
solved, 

First, That, as a Conference, we give to Bluemont Central College our cor- 
dial support. 

Second, That James Lawrence and Robert L. Harford be appointed as a Vis- 
iting Committee and Members of the Joint-Board. 

Third, That John Pipher, Welcome Wells, Davies Wilson, T. H. Mudge, and 
B. F. Fullington, be appointed Trustees for three years, from the 1st of April, 
A. D., 1862121 


At the end of the winter term of the school, Principal Goodnow 
noted: “Miss B.—well tried, & tired.” She had been carrying the 
burden alone most of the time, as Mr. Goodnow was in the legisla- 
ture. Of the closing exercises, March 20, the local paper reported: 

Bivue Mont Co.iece.—The close of the winter term of this Institution, 
which occurred last Thursday, was attended with literary exercises by the stu- 
dents. We are informed that the numerous exercises, which were participated 
in by most of the students, disclosed a degree of progress and diligent study, 
eminently gratifying to the friends and visitors of the school. The spring term 
commences on the 10th of April. Prof. Goodnow, under whose superintendence 
the college has been so signally successful, will continue to watch over its in- 
terests.122 


On March 29, 1862, the trustees of Bluemont Central College met 
for the annual meeting, but a quorum was not present, and an ad- 
journment was taken to June 26, 1862. The resident trustees re- 
solved themselves into a prudential committee, under the provision 
of section 10 of the constitution. The committee voted that the col- 
lege remain in charge of I. T. Goodnow with the title of acting pres- 
ident. Duplicate volumes in the library were sold to Professor Good- 
now for $140. The Rev. Washington Marlatt was permitted to re- 
tain certain land within the Bluemont townsite, “in consideration of 
sacrifices made by him in behalf of the college.” Messrs. Denison, 
Goodnow, Humphrey and Marlatt were appointed to report a course 
of study at the next meeting of the board. Mr. Humphrey was ap- 
pointed to audit the treasurer’s account and to report at the next 
meeting. However, the adjourned meeting was not held June 26.1% 

The spring term of 1862 opened April 10 with 25 pupils. Miss 
Mary Hubbard was to commence teaching April 14, and presumably 
did so, as this is the only reference to the term’s work found in the 
Goodnow diary.!*4 


121, Minutes of the Kansas Annual Conference, of the “+ ey Episcopal Church, Sev- 
enth Session, Held in Wyandott, Kansas, March 12th, 1862, p. 


122. Goodnow diary, March 17, 1862; Manhattan Ezpress, ‘et 22, 1862. 
123. ‘‘Minutes,” trustees, Bluemont Central College Association, March 29, 1862, p. 28. 
124. Goodnow diary, April 10, 1862. 
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At the first meeting of District No. 7, Riley county, a committee 
was appointed to report in one week “the best course to pursue to 
have a school commenced in the district as soon as possible, what 
will be the probable cost of a schoolhouse, and whether it will be 
advisable to select a site and build immediately.” ?*5 The com- 
mittee reported adversely in respect to building a schoolhouse, and 
submitted a proposition from “the College Company” to teach the 
district school for the first term of three months. The proposition 
was accepted. It provided that the college should teach the district 
pupils for a term from September 3 to December 17, 1862, and re- 
ceive as payment a tax of one-fourth of one percent on the taxable 
property of the district, and any state money that might be appor- 
tioned to the district. If nothing should be received from the state, 
the pupils were to be assessed equitably to make up the deficiency. 
The contract was signed September 1, 1862, by “Ambrose Todd, 
District Clerk,” and “Isaac T. Goodnow, President Bluemont Col- 
lege.”’ 126 

In the summer of 1862, it was announced in the college advertise- 
ment that “By applying soon a half dozen young ladies can be ac- 
commodated in the College Building in the family of Mr. Ells 
[Eells?].” 227 Mr. Goodnow noted that “Mr. Brous moved into the 
college.” 1°8 

From these two items it appears that at least two families were re- 
siding in the college building at that time. 

Albert Todd, a student in 1862, recalled: 


In the southwest room on the ground floor of that old stone building on the 


hill, a district school was conducted by Miss Bemis, a sister of . . . Mrs. 
Thomas C. Wells. Miss Bemis was my teacher for but one term. I was then 
out of school for nearly a year, when I again attended a district school in the 
same room, the teacher now being Miss Belle Haines. . . .1°9 


This second experience was after the building had been transferred 
to the state for use by the Kansas State Agricultural College. In 
the catalogue of that institution for 1863-1864, Miss Belle M. Haines 
is listed in the faculty as “Assistant Teacher in the Preparatory 
Department.” At a meeting of the school district a contract was 
authorized to have the pupils of the district taught by the college 

125. ‘‘Record of School District No. 7, County of Riley,”’ July 19, 1862. 

126. Ibid., July 26, 1862. 

127. Manhattan Erpress, June 28, 1862. 


128. Goodnow diary, July 80, 1862. 
129. Col. Albert Todd, '72, in The Alumnus, Manhattan, February-March, 1908, p. 152. 
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for a winter term of three months for $130. This contract was con- 
firmed by the board of regents of the college.’*° 

It is remarkable that the records of the Bluemont Central College 
Association contain no reference to the proceedings incident to of- 
fering the Bluemont building and land to the state to become the 
site of the State Agricultural College. Professor Goodnow was 
elected to the office of State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
November 7, 1862, and took office in January, 1863. He was there- 
fore in Topeka and in position to keep an eye on legislation con- 
cerning education. The Morrill act of congress providing grants of 
land for the endowment of agricultural colleges was signed by Abra- 
ham Lincoln, July 2, 1862. This fact did not escape the notice of 
the Bluemont college group. 

Professor Goodnow’s diary shows that during the fall of 1862 he 
continued to do various mechanical jobs to better the condition of 
the college building and its surroundings. Later, during the session 
of the legislature, he made many cryptic entries which indicate that 
a conflict was going on involving Lawrence, Manhattan and Em- 
poria. At first he seemed still to harbor the hope that the univer- 
sity could be obtained for Manhattan, but later was satisfied by 
getting the agricultural college. The bill locating it at Manhattan 
passed both houses by unanimous votes. “One of the 7 wonders 
of Kansas legislation!” 1*" 

Superintendent Goodnow at once turned his attention to drawing 
up a bill for the government of the agricultural college. This was 
passed “triumphantly.” 1%? 

The minutes of the Bluemont Central College Association include 
nothing after the date March 29, 1862, until March 5, 1863, when a 
meeting of the prudential committee was held. At this meeting: 

On motion it was recommended that Rev. Joseph Denison be put in nomi- 
nation as President of Bluemont Central College. 


On motion it was requested of the Presiding Bishop of the Kansas M. E. 
Conference, to be held in Lawrence March the 11th, 1863, be requested to ap- 
point the Rev. J. Denison to the Presidency of Bluemont Central College.133 


As the building, library, and apparatus of Bluemont Central Col- 
lege had been promised to the state of Kansas, this action was prob- 
ably intended to give Mr. Denison some prestige as a candidate 


130. “Record of School District No. 7," November 21, 1863; ‘‘Minutes,” board of re- 
gents, Kansas State Agricultural College, December 2, 1863, p. 7. 


131. Goodnow diary, February 7, 18, 1863; General Laws of the State of Kansas, 1863, 
pp. 11, 12; House Journal, 1868, pp. 216, 217; Senate Journal, 1868, pp. 170-172. 


182. Goodnow diary, March 2, 1863. 
183. ‘Minutes,”” Bluemont Central College Association, March 5, 1863, p. 29. 
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for the presidency of the Kansas State Agricultural College. The 
record of the conference held March 11-16, 1863, includes the fol- 
lowing item among the appointments for the Manhattan district: 
“J. Denison, President of Bluemont College, member of Manhattan 
Quarterly Conference.” '*4 

At this conference the committee on education took no cognizance 
of the forthcoming transfer of the Bluemont Central College to the 
state of Kansas, but reported as follows: 


Your committee would report Bluemont Central College as having been in 
successful operation during the past Conference year, under the superintend- 
ence of Professor R. L. Harford, assisted by Miss Mary Hubbard and Miss 
V.[N.] L. Bemis. The school has continued to increase in numbers and influ- 
ence, fully meeting the present wants of the community, in affording the youth 
a means of mental and moral development. 

The whole number of students for the year has been seventy-five. 

Your committee recommend the appointment of the following as a Visiting 
Committee for the present year: Revs. J. Lawrence, L. B. Dennis, J. A. Wood- 
burn. 

Trustees, for three years from the Ist of April, A. D., 1863: I. T. Goodnow, 
8. C. Pomeroy, Wm. A. McCollom, A. Barry, Wm. J. Kermott. 

For two years: R. L. Harford. 

For one year: S. V. Lee.135 


The trustees of Bluemont Central College Association met April 
16, 1863, and concurred in the actions of the prudential committee, 
March 29, 1862, and March 5, 1863. The following motions are 
among those passed: 


On motion the President of the College be requested to have the college 
building vacated of families within one week, and put in as good repair as 
possible, preparatory to its being delivered over to the State as an Agricultural 
School, etc. 

On motion the President and Secretary be authorized to make a deed of 
one hundred acres of land, the college building, etc., etc., to the State of Kansas 
as per act of her legislature at its last session and that it be signed by at least 
a majority of the present Board of Trustees of the B. C. C. Association. 

On motion Prof. I. T. Goodnow was continued as agent with discretionary 
power to dispose of any part of the property, or real estate of the association 
necessary to meet pressing demands as they may arise from time to time. 

The auditing committee gave the following report, viz.: “This certifies that 
I have this day examined the accounts of Isaac T. Goodnow agent of the Trus- 
tees of Bluemont Central College Association and find them to be correct. 

(Signed) Wm. A. McCottom.” 136 


A list of the members of the board of trustees was appended. 


134. Minutes of the Kansas Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
- » March 11-16, 1868, p. 11. 


135. Ibid., p. 23. 
136. “Minutes,” trustees, Bluemont Central College Association, April 16, 1863. 
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I. T. Goodnow was president and Washington Marlatt secretary of 
the board. 

Professor Goodnow’s diary contains the following entries: “Miss 
Bemis at tea, settled her account.” 187 (This may indicate that her 
connection with the school was terminated.) “Judge Woodworth & 
Prof. Schnebley with us last night.” 1%* “School opened. 28 
scholars.” 18° This is the last direct reference to the school extant. 
Was Professor Schnebly the teacher? Was Mr. Harford also a 
teacher? After an absence from Manhattan of three weeks on offi- 
cial visits, Superintendent Goodnow notes on his return that he had 

“call from Schnebley & Harford” and the next day he “visited 
with Schnebley.” '*° If Professor Schnebly was the teacher that 
term he constituted an instructional link between Bluemont Central 
College and Kansas State Agricultural College, as he was a member 
of the first faculty of the latter institution, which opened September 
2, 1863.14 

There are no records extant showing with any completeness the 
names of those who attended Bluemont Central College nor is there 
any record of the subjects taught. Most of the teaching was ele- 
mentary work with the children of the vicinity, but a few received 
instruction in algebra and Latin. There was no academic connection 
between Bluemont Central College and the Kansas State Agricul- 
tural College to which the Bluemont building and one-hundred acres 
of land were given. 

The transfer of the Bluemont Central College building with the 
100 acres of land was by a deed dated June 10, 1863, but the formal 
delivery was made July 2, when the deed was acknowledged, and 
the event made a feature of the celebration of Independence day. 
There was a large attendance and everybody had a good time. A 
dinner was served in the chapel on the third floor of the college 
building, at which 20 toasts were offered. Speeches were made in 
response to 12 of these.'** Superintendent Goodnow wrote: “Re- 
gents’ Dinner at College. Multitudinous speeches,—made two short 
ones myself. McCullom, Capt. Rust & Gilchrist stopped with me 
over night. Held a session of Regents, discussed important points.” !*° 

137. Goodnow diary, March 23, 1863. 

138. Ibid., March 31, 1863. 

139. Ibid., April 1, 1863. 


140. Ibid., June 18, 19, 1863. 


141. The First Catalogue of . Gpawe and Students of the Kansas State Agricultural 
College, 1863-4 (Manhattan, 1864), 


142. Leavenworth Daily aaa, July 12, 1863; The Kansas Farmer, Topeka, Sep- 
tember 1, 1863, p. 117 


143. Goodnow diary, July 2, 1863. 
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This explains why the first recorded minutes of the regents of 
Kansas State Agricultural College refer to the meeting as an “ad- 
journed” one.*** 

As not all the property of the Bluemont Central College Associa- 
tion was conveyed to the state, annual meetings were held at the 
call of the president in 1864 and 1865, at which action was taken 
in respect to property, and trustees were elected. J. Denison was 
made secretary of the board in 1864 instead of W. Marlatt, and in 
1865 Mr. Goodnow resigned as president and John Pipher was 
elected.1* 

Reports of the business of the association were made to the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Conferences held in 1864 and 1865. The one for 
1864 follows: 


The Trustees of the “Bluemont Central College Association,” empowered by 
an act of the State Legislature of Kansas, have given to the State the College 
building, library, apparatus, and one hundred (100) acres of Jand, on considera- 
tion of the institution being endowed with 90,000 acres of land donated to the 
State, by act of Congress, approved July 2d, A. D., 1862. 

The institution, as the “Kansas State Agricultural College,” is already on its 
career of usefulness. 

The above named Board of Trustees are still a chartered Board, possessing 
property as such, with liabilities and unfinished business. They hold their re- 
lations to Conference, awaiting opportunity for further usefulness in the cause 
of education. We would recommend the appointment of the following named 
persons Trustees for the term of three years, from Ist of April, 1864: T. D. 
Huston [S. D. Houston], J. Denison, W. Marlatt, J. Kuntroll [Kimball], 8. V. 
Lee.146 


The minutes of the conference of 1865 repeat the minutes of 1864 
concerning Bluemont Central College, but correct errors in the names 
of the trustees, and add the following: 


Your committee would recommend the appointment of Rev. J. Denison to 
the Presidency of the Kansas State Agricultural College, as the regents of said 
institution have elected him to said Presidency. [As a member of the confer- 
ence, Mr. Denison’s activities were subject to the designation or approval of 
the conference.] 

Your committce would also recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That while as a Conference we will give our sympathy and pat- 
ronage to the building up of institutions of learning, in the bounds of our Con- 
ference, we will in no case become financially responsible for any of them.147 


144. “Minutes,”” board of regents, Kansas State Agricultural College, July 23, 1863. 

145. “‘Minutes,”” Bluemont Central College Association, December 14, 1864, April 25, 1865. 

146. Minutes of the Ninth Session of the Kansas Annual Conference, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Held in Leavenworth, Kansas, March, 1864, p. 26. 


147. Minutes of the Tenth Session of the Kansas Annual Conference, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Held in Topeka, Kansas, March 15th, 1865, pp. 25, 26. 
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No reports of the association were made to later conferences, and 
the records of the conferences show that no reports of the Kansas 
State Agricultural College were made to them, though statements to 
the contrary have been published.*® The conferences have never 
attempted to control Kansas State College. The founders of Blue- 
mont Central College were scarcely represented on the board of 
regents of the agricultural college. The only connection of conse- 
quence was the appointment of Joseph Denison to be president, and 
this was not dictated or suggested by the conference.'*® 

In securing the location at Manhattan of the agricultural college, 
the founders of Bluemont Central College must have had a sense of 
success in respect to having a college at Manhattan, that was far 
beyond their original expectations. The labor and sacrifices made 
had received a rich reward. The endowment to be derived from the 
sale of 90,000 acres of land seemed sufficient to meet the needs of 
the college for all time. They never suspected that the college would 
eo develop that, within the lifetime of persons then living, the income 
from that endowment would be a comparatively trivial part of its 
total requirements. 

The first years of the use of the Bluemont building by the agri- 
cultural college demonstrated that a boarding hall was a necessity, 
because of the fact that the location of the college was three miles 
from Manhattan, and farm homes in the vicinity could accommo- 
date only a few students. Furthermore, the land connected with the 
building was poorly adapted to the agricultural needs of the college. 
A boarding hall was built which in a measure met the first difficulty, 
and Manhattan township provided, by a bond issue in 1871, means 
for the purchase of 160 acres of better farm land adjacent to the 
townsite of Manhattan. Upon this farm, one wing of an elaborately 
planned barn was erected in 1872-1873. The Bluemont structure 
was poorly built, although it received high contemporaneous praise. 

The Rev. John A. Anderson succeeded the Rev. Joseph Denison as 
president of the agricultural college in September, 1873, and soon 
became convinced that the cattle had better quarters than the stu- 
dents. He therefore obtained authority and funds from the legisla- 
ture of 1875 to transform the barn into a classroom building. At the 
same time a building was provided for instruction in industrial arts. 
In the summer of 1875, the college work was transferred to the new 


148. “History of Kansas State Agricultural College,"" by J. D. Walters, in College Sympo- 
a. p. 20; History of the Kansas State Agricultural College (Manhattan, 1909), by J. D. 
alters, p. 19. 


149. “Minutes,” board of regents, Kansas State Agricultural College, July 23, 1863, p. 3. 
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site.°° Such use as was feasible was made of the old college farm 
and the buildings on it, but that does not belong to this account. The 
regents of the college “ordered that Professor Shelton should here- 
after assume entire charge of the Bluemont College property .. . ,” 
and “that the best policy to pursue with the land under cultivation 
is to rent out. as much as possible, and care for the balance with as 
little expense as is practicable.” *!_ E. M. Shelton was the professor 
of agriculture. 

Shortly after college teaching was transferred to the new campus, 
rooms in the Bluemont building were offered for rent. “A few stu- 
dents can rent rooms in the old College building at low rates. Apply 
to Major N. A. Adams, Secretary.” 15° “Those desiring to board 
themselves can obtain rooms in the old College building.” °* The 
board of regents voted “That Professor Ward be authorized to fit up 
rooms in the old Bluemont College building as needed for students. 

7154 

That the regents of Kansas State Agricultural College were think- 
ing of selling the property is shown by certain minutes. “Regent 
Redden was requested to inquire into the rights of the K.S. A. Col- 
lege to the Bluemont College property, and present a report at the 
next meeting of the regents.”'° “Regent Redden reports that he 
has examined the question of the title to the Bluemont College prop- 
erty, and is of the opinion that said property can only be used for 
purposes connected with the College, and that we have no right to 
sell or dispose of said property, which report was accepted and 
adopted.” 1° 

The income of the agricultural college was low at that period, and 
the old site was uncared-for to a certain extent, especially the area 
not actually in cultivation. On July 7, 1880, the prudential com- 
mittee of Bluemont Central College Association met at the home of 
I. T. Goodnow. Those present were John Pipher, Washington Mar- 
latt, Isaac T. Goodnow, Joseph Denison and James Humphrey. The 
following statement and resolution were adopted: 

The situation of the old college building & premises having been freely dis- 
cussed, and it being manifest that the buildings are going to waste, and that 


150. The Industrialist, Manhattan, August 21, 1875; Report of the Kansas State Agricul- 
tural College, 1875, p. 2. 

151. ‘‘Minutes,” April 9, 1879, p. 276. 

152. Industrialist, January 8, 1876 

153. Ibid., June 28, 1879. 

154. ‘‘Minutes,” August 8, 1879, p. 281. 

155. Ibid., April 9, 1879, p. 276. 

156. Ibid., August 6, 1879, p. 279. 
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the land is seeded down with cuckle & sand burrs, Mexican thistles & other 
noxious weeds, & has become a nuisance in disseminating the same over neigh- 
boring farms, & that the whole property is really a disadvantage to the practical 
working of the Agricultural College, and furthermore believing that by the 
removal of the College proper, to a new location, the old college building & 
lands are forfeited. Therefore, Resolved that a committee consisting of James 
Humphrey, John Pipher, Washington Marlatt & Isaac T. Goodnow be ap- 
pointed to wait on the Board of Regents at their August meeting, to suggest to 
them the propriety of using their influence with the Legislature to deed the 
original 100 acres back to the “Bluemont College Association.” 157 


A meeting of the board of trustees was called for January 18, 
1881, but a quorum not being present, an adjournment was taken 
to January 27, 1881. The board met in accordance with adjourn- 
ment; a quorum was present, and business was transacted, « part 
of which was recorded as follows: 


Mr. Humphrey, chairman, reported verbally an interview held with the Re- 
gents of the Agricultural College without results. 

After discussion it was moved by Washington Marlatt & seconded by I. T 
Goodnow that James Humphrey be authorized by this Board to institute 
proper and appropriate proceedings in the court having jurisdiction to recover 
to the association the possession of the property & real estate heretofore con- 
veyed to the State of Kansas for the Agricultural College and which premises 
& property were conveyed to the State by deed of June 10, 1863 & which 
property has reverted to the Bluemont Central College Association, the 
Grantor, the said property not being used for the purpose and uses named in 
the deed of conveyance. The resolution was passed.159 


This is from the final minutes of the trustees of the Bluemont 
Central College Association. Legal action was instituted, the only 
records of which available to the writer are those published in The 
Industrialist, and the Third Biennial Report of the college, as fol- 
lows: 


Suit in ejectment was brought in the district court in Riley county against 
the Board by former members of the Bluemont Central College Association, 
for the recovery of the property deeded to the State in 1863, on the location of 
the College at Manhattan. Counsel was employed to represent the Board in 
this suit, and also in a case in quo warranto in the Supreme Court, incidental to 
defense in the ejectment suit.160 

In the quo warranto case of the College against the “Bluemont College As- 
sociation,” the Supreme Court decided in favor of the College. The court holds 
that the “Bluemont College Association” has no legal existence.161 

That long-pending case regarding the title to the old College property, 
which has been in court nearly two years, was, on Thursday, decided by Judge 


157. ‘‘Minutes,”’ Bluemont Central College Association, July 7, 1880, p. 34. 
158. Ibid., January 18, 1881, p. 35. 

159. Ibid., January 27, 1881, p. 36. 

160. Third Biennial Report, K. S. A. C., 1881-1882, p. 5. 

161. Industrialist, June 10, 1882. 
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Martin in favor of the College. This ought, and probably will, settle the mat- 
ter. We hope, now that the property is beyond dispute, to be able to chronicle 
many useful improvements in this valuable property.162 


It is not possible at this date to determine what judgment, feelings 
or motives may have actuated the members of the board of regents 
of Kansas State Agricultural College, but at the June meeting, 1883, 
“Regent Krohn moved that the old college building be sold to the 
highest bidder, all material and rubbish to be removed within six 
months of the time of sale, which motion prevailed.” 1 

The fate of the Old College building is sealed. It is to be torn down, and 
from its walls a humbler, but withal useful structure, no less, in fact, than a 
stone wall on two sides of the eastern twenty acres of the Old College farm, is 
to be constructed. The contract has been let to Mr. Howard, and the work 
will go on at once. We sympathize, heartily, with that large number of people 
who associate with this old building many pleasant, almost sacred, memories, 
but these friends must bear in mind that the College and community have out- 
grown this venerable structure which has so long outlived its usefulness, that 
it has become an eyesore, and a nuisance which cannot be tolerated longer.1% 


The building committee of the board of regents of the college 
reported : 

At the August meeting an arrangement was made for the disposal of the old 
College building by sale according to the terms fixed by the Board. 
The sale of the old College building to C. G. Howard for $221.00 was approved, 
and arrangements were made for the construction of a stone wall on two sides 
of the twenty-acre field just east of the old College building.1®& 


Mr. Howard razed the old college building so completely that it 
is not possible now to locate the exact spot which its foundation 
occupied. It was somewhat northeast of the old well which is still 
giving excellent service. Mr. Howard sold some of the material 
from the building, and used some himself. He used the cut stone 
cornerstones in constructing an addition to his home, and much of 
the lumber in a barn. As the city of Manhattan has developed, 
these have disappeared. As noted previously the ordinary stone 
was used by the college in erecting a wall on two sides of the 
twenty-acre tract across the highway east of the site of the build- 
ing. 

In the disposition of the material from the old college building, 
the Rev. Washington Marlatt obtained stone which he used in the 

162. Ibid., March 31, 1883. 

163. “Minutes,” June 12, 1883, p. 403. 

164. Industrialist, September 1, 1883. 


165. “Minutes,” October 10, 1883, p. 415. 
166. Industrialist, September 1, December 8, 1883. 
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erection of a farm barn. The old building had in its front gable, 
an arch carrying the name Bluemont College, a stone for each letter, 
Mr. Marlatt obtained this arch, and placed it over the driveway at 
the front of the barn. The Marlatt farm was adjacent to the col- 
lege farm, and in 1918, when additional land was purchased for the 
college, the Marlatt farm was part of that obtained. Some years 
later, it was represented to the president that it was hardly fitting 
for the college to use this historic arch in such a capacity. The 
college library building was under construction at that time, and it 
was decided to build the arch into the wall of that structure. It 
was placed in one of the interior walls of the top story, which as 
planned is an exhibition room. The arch thus constitutes a perma- 
nent historical exhibit. Some other pieces of cut stone from the old 
building are also parts of the installation. They had been placed 
by Mr. Howard in his residence. That was in process of removal 
at about the same time, and friends of the college saved them from 
destruction. Prominent among these were Professors R. R. Price 
and G. H. Failyer. 

When the cornerstone of the Bluemont College building was laid, 
a number of documents were placed in a cavity in it.1®* When the 
building was to be wrecked, Judge F. G. Adams, secretary of the 
State Historical Society, requested “that the contents of the corner- 
stone be deposited with said Society,” but the articles “were pro- 
nounced worthless from exposure to water as they lay in the 
stone.” 168 

The Riley County Historical Society and the Polly Ogden chap- 
ter of the Daughters of the American Revolution erected a monu- 
ment near the site of the Bluemont building. This consists of a 
granite glacial drift boulder from Pottawatomie county weighing 
more than two tons, to which a bronze tablet is attached bearing 
the following inscription: “Site of Bluemont College, Established 
February 3, 1858, by Bluemont Central College Association. Founded 
by Joseph Denison, Isaac Goodnow, S. D. Houston, John Kimball, 
G. S. Park, Washington Marlatt. Building Erected 1859. Farm 
and Building Donated to State of Kansas, February 3, 1863. Site 
of Kansas State Agricultural College 1863-1875. Erected by Polly 
Ogden chapter D. A. R., Riley County Historical Society.” 

The monument was unveiled November 27, 1926, with suitable 
dedicatory ceremonies. Several grandchildren of the founders were 


167. Letter of T. C. Wells dated May 14, 1859, in Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. V. 
1936, p. 399. 
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present. The principal address was given by Prof. G. H. Failyer. 
Shorter speeches were made by Judge C. A. Kimball, Mrs. Burr 
Ozment and Pres. F. D. Farrell.!® 

To the lover of monuments that mark the progress of mankind, 
especially when this is made by surmounting serious obstacles, it 
must always be a source of regret that the old Bluemont building 
was not maintained in decent repair as a memorial to the ideals, 
vision, courage and persistence of the pioneers of Kansas, and as 
concrete evidence of the smallness of the beginning of Kansas State 
College. 


169. Industrialist, December 1, 1926; History of Bluemont College, Mother of Kansas 
State College, by C. A. Kimball. 





The Story of Company A, Third Kansas 
Infantry, in World War I* 


Dean TRICKETT 
A’ DAWN on the morning of September 26, 1918, nine American 
divisions were in battle line ready to attack on a twenty-four- 
mile front extending from a point on the Meuse river above Verdun 
westward to the far edge of the Argonne forest. They had moved in 
under cover of darkness. 

The infantry had got into position about midnight. After loading 
and locking their rifles, the doughboys lay down on the ground and 
tried to sleep. But at 2:30 a.m. the artillery opened up. By 3 
o’clock 2,600 guns were firing. 

Shortly after 5 o’clock the platoon leaders began to assemble their 
men. The soldiers slung their packs, examined their rifles, and fell 
into line to await “H” hour. There was no breakfast. 

At 5:30, without heroics and with little ceremony, the infantry 
went “over the top” all along the line. “Come on, let’s go,” said the 
platoon leader at “H” hour. Then, leading the way, he set his face 
to the north, walking forward into a murk of smoke and fog, his 
men following. 

Among the attacking divisions was the Thirty-fifth—a consolida- 
tion of the Kansas and Missouri National Guards. In less than five 
days it lost 960 killed and 6,894 wounded. Its first battle was a 
baptism in blood. 

One of the original units of that division—Company A, Third 
Kansas infantry—holds an annual reunion at Coffeyville on the 
Sunday nearest September 26. On September 24, 1944, the veterans 
met for the twenty-fifth time. It is one of the few companies of 
the first A. E. F—it may be the only one—that have maintained a 
veterans’ organization continuously since the close of World War I. 

The boys who came back from France in the late spring of 1919 
are now middle-aged men—too large of girth, too scant of breath, 
or too old for active service in the present war. Most of them are 
married, and many have sons in the armed forces of the nation. 

The veterans are organized as a Last Man’s Club, an association 
common among Civil War veterans. A few years ago the press 
carried a story about one in Indiana, with a picture of the last 


* Reprinted with minor changes from the Coffeyville Daily Journal, September 22, 1944. 
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survivor. The aged Civil War veteran was seated at a table, sur- 
rounded by empty chairs. Before him was a bottle of wine, which 
he was to drink to the memory of his departed comrades. 

A similar bottle is the center piece on the banquet table at the 
Company A reunions. It originally contained cognac—a potent 
drink well known to many A. E. F. veterans. A year or two ago 
the seal was accidentally broken, and much, if not all, of the liquid 
has evaporated. It will be replaced by a bottle of California wine. 
Sometime in the eighties or nineties this bottle will be opened by the 
“Last Man” of Company A. 

The original members of the company came from Coffeyville or 
vicinity, and many of them continue to make their home there. 
The others are scattered from coast to coast. The mortality of 
the veterans has been surprisingly low. More than 85 percent are 
living today. 

The Third Kansas infantry, of which the company became a part, 
was classed as a National Guard regiment. In reality, it was one 
of the last volunteer regiments taken into the Army of the United 
States. Recruited entirely after war was declared in April, 1917, it 
had a National Guard existence of less than three months. 

During the early spring of 1917 six or seven young men who had 
received military training in National Guard units in Kansas or 
Missouri met of evenings at irregular intervals in Lape’s furniture 
store in Coffeyville. They went through the manual of arms with 
a broom and turned some fancy right and left faces. Most of their 
time, however, was spent in discussing ways and means of raising a 
volunteer company if war came, as then seemed likely. 

That there would be a call for volunteers they took for granted. 
Such had been the practice in all previous wars. They were mis- 
taken, but their object was achieved indirectly. 

After war was declared, the War Department submitted to con- 
gress a new and revolutionary plan for the organization of the army. 
It called for an expansion of the regulars by recruitment and by 
the absorption of the National Guard. A “second line” was to be 
formed by draft upon the nation’s manpower and officered by regu- 
lars and graduates of officer training schools. 

This proposed change in military policy ran the gauntlet of a 
furious debate in congress and emerged in somewhat altered form. 
Under the legislation, the regulars would be the first to fight, as in 
the original plan. The National Guard, however, would not be 
broken up, but would be reorganized and made the second line. 
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Last would come a national army, obtained by selective draft. This 
policy has also been followed in the present war. The government 
has abandoned the volunteer system for keeps. 

When the United States entered the war in April, Kansas had two 
infantry regiments. Later in the month, a third regiment was au- 
thorized. 

Col. Charles McCrum, a citizen of Coffeyville and at one time a 
major general in the Kansas National Guard, got wind of the new 
regiment and obtained authority to raise one of the companies. Too 
old himself for active service, he seized this opportunity to “do his 
bit” for his country. 

As a preliminary step, he posted a sheet of paper in his son’s 
bookstore on West Ninth street for the signatures of volunteers. 

William H. Vermehren, who now commands the Coffeyville com- 
pany in the new Kansas State Guard, was the first to sign. Within 
a day or two a score of volunteers added their names. Among them 
were the young men who met in the furniture store earlier in the 
spring. From this small group of former guardsmen, the first and 
second lieutenants, first sergeant, and supply sergeant of the com- 
pany were chosen. 

An empty store building on West Ninth was pressed into service 
as a recruiting office. When the company was mustered into state 
service a few weeks later, it was given the letter “A” designation, 
although it was not the first company of the regiment to be sworn in. 
Somewhere behind the scenes, Colonel MeCrum had pulled the right 
wires. 

Edgar H. Dale, who was employed as an engineer on the Welland 
canal in Canada, returned to Coffeyville to become captain of the 
company. He had formerly been a lieutenant under McCrum in the 
Kansas National Guard. A gallant and accomplished soldier, Cap- 
tain Dale was the most beloved of the four commanders under whom 
the company served during the war. He was killed in action in the 
Argonne in September, 1918. 

His son, Edgar H. Dale II, about four years old at that time, was 
graduated from West Point in the class of 1938. Assigned to the 
Philippines, he was a captain of infantry under MacArthur when the 
Japanese attacked. He was cited for bravery on Bataan, where he 
was wounded and taken prisoner. Word was received in the fall of 
1943 that he had died in a prison camp in Japan. 

During the early summer the company was recruited to war 
strength. Once a week the volunteers drilled on the Plaza, across 
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which on a memorable morning in October, 1892, an enraged citi- 
zenry had poured lead into the Dalton gang, which tried to rob two 
banks at the same time. 

Drilling was limited to facings and marching. Rifles were not 
issued until after the company arrived at Camp Doniphan, where it 
trained, and where for several weeks the boys walked guard with 
sticks across their shoulders. 

At that time few of the volunteers knew anything about the ways 
of the army. When it was announced one evening that the next drill 
would be held at a park a mile or two from the Plaza, a new recruit 
asked, “How are we going to get there?” Like many youths raised 
in a city, he had forgotten what legs are for. 

The company was mustered into federal service on August 5. 
Shortly afterward, an issue of clothing was received. The assort- 
ment of sizes, however, was inadequate, and many of the members 
failed to get their full allowance. The shortage was general through- 
out the army and was not wholly relieved until the following spring. 
Some members of the company went through the record cold winter 
of 1917-1918 without an overcoat. 

There is a marked difference in style between the uniform of 1917 
and that worn in the army today. The high choke collar of the 
blouse has given way to the comfortable lapel collar, and the close- 
fitting jodhpur type of breeches has been superseded by roomy long 
trousers. The stand-up collar is said to have been devised by the 
British to conceal the dirt on Tommy Atkins’ shirt—if, by any 
chance, he happened to be wearing one. But they abandoned thi 
preposterous fashion long before we did. 

The smart garrison cap, so popular in the early days of the pres- 
ent war, was rarely seen at Camp Doniphan. The Kansans and 
Missourians wore broad-brimmed Stetsons, of which they were 
proud. It is a Western hat, worn on the frontier for years and still 
not uncommon in the Southwest. At the port of debarkation in 
France, the members of Company A reluctantly turned in their 
Stetsons, and accepted the dinky overseas cap with misgiving. In 
time, however, they developed a quiet pride in the diminutive head- 
gear, which became the badge of the first A. E. F. 

Laced canvas leggings were worn in the summer and fall of 1917. 
Later on, wrap spirals were issued. They, too, were of English ori- 
gin. Before the spirals became government issue, they were worn 
surreptitiously by the Beau Brummels of the company, who bought 
them at army stores. The boys quickly mastered the trick of hand- 
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ling the long roll of cloth and became so adept they could wrap a 
neat spiral in their sleep, which, in fact, they often did—at reveille. 

A good shoe is absolutely essential to infantry. Of a number of 
styles issued to the company, the hobnails were the best. They 
seemed heavy and clumsy at first, but proved an excellent march- 
ing shoe. In France, after the Armistice, the company received an 
issue of English army shoes. Black leather, too. But the straight 
last put so many of the boys on sick call that the army doctors or- 
dered the issue turned in. 

Company A left Coffeyville on August 25 for Camp Doniphan, 
in southwestern Oklahoma. Tacked alongside the coaches of the 
special train was a cloth banner bearing a legend in block letters: 
“144 Srrone anp Every Man a VOLUNTEER.” 

The members were proud of their status. The volunteer system 
had grave defects, no doubt, but it fostered an esprit de corps 
among the young and adventurous civilians who joined the colors 
of their own free will. 

Months later their pride suffered a rude shock. While in camp 
on Long Island, just prior to going overseas, the company received 
an increment of draftees. One day some of the boys were ragging 
them with the favorite wheezes of that time, such as “Who left the 
door open?” or “When did you blow in?” One of the draftees stood 
as much as he could, then exploded. “The only reason you fellows 
enlisted,” he shouted, “was to keep from being drafted!” The rag- 
ging dissolved in a gale of laughter and was never resumed. 

Oddly enough, the original members of the company had been 
compelled to register for the draft on June 5, 1917, although they 
were then in the National Guard, though not in Federal service. 
For months this unjust treatment rankled. When draft question- 
naires were received at Doniphan late in the fall, many of the 
members refused to make them out and threw them away. Later 
on, a rumor floated around that the recalcitrants had been posted as 
draft dedgers by their boards, but nothing came of it. 

When Company A arrived at Doniphan, the camp was far from 
complete. The company had been sent on a month in advance of 
the regiment to prepare for its coming. At first, this was consid- 
ered an honor. But after a week or two at day laborers’ tasks of 
digging ditches, unloading hay, and the like, the boys had another 
name for it. 

The comfortable barracks in the new army camps built during 
the present war have amazed the veterans of Company A. They 
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have a feeling that they were “born twenty years too soon.” At 
Doniphan they lived in tents—floored tents, it is true, but tents, 
nevertheless, with all their discomfort. 

During the fall, the Thirty-fifth division was organized by com- 
bining the Kansas and Missouri National Guards. The Fourth Mis- 
souri infantry was consolidated with the Third Kansas to form the 
139th regiment. Nearly half the officers lost their commands. 
Among them was Captain Dale. He was later assigned to a com- 
pany in the Second battalion of the regiment. 

The companies were increased in size to about 250 men. The 
Missourians who joined the Kansans of Company A were from 
Tarkio. They already were seasoned soldiers, having been on the 
Mexican border the previous year with the National Guard. 

The training in the infantry camps today is more practical and 
efficient than that which the company underwent at Camp Doni- 
phan. During the first four months the training program was based 
on trench warfare as practiced on the Western Front. The boys 
spent weeks digging trenches to make an artilleryman’s holiday. 
When finished, the carefully shaped traverses and smooth parapets 
were pulverized by high explosives. On the bayonet course—at the 
sharp commands of “In! Out! On guard!’”’—the boys lunged sav- 
agely at dummy Boches, but it is doubtful if any member of the 
division ever stuck a bayonet into a German. Trained from youth 
to throw baseball fashion, they wrenched their shoulders mastering 
the windmill style of lobbing hand grenades. Dummies, of course. 
They never handled live ones in this country. 

In midwinter the army junked the trench-warfare program and 
reverted to the traditional American system of training for open 
warfare. The trench fighters unhooked their bayonets and tried 
out their Springfields on the rifle range. During the remaining 
months of their stay at Camp Doniphan they maneuvered to the 
commands of “Keep your intervals. Watch your distance. Don’t 
close up.” 

In the second week of April, 1918, Company A entrained with its 
regiment for Camp Mills, near Hempstead, Long Island, where it 
remained about two weeks. 

One night in the latter part of April the company ferried around 
the lower end of Manhattan and boarded the transport Caronia. 
Early in the morning the Caronia dropped slowly down the Hudson. 
Through open portholes the boys waved good-by to the Statue of 
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Liberty. The Great Adventure had begun. A day later the trans- 
port joined a convoy in the open Atlantic. 

Before the war the Caronia was a Cunard liner on the Liverpool- 
Boston and New York run. After four years of war service it was 
refitted and converted to oil burning and later transferred to the 
London-New York run. In January, 1932, it was sold for scrap- 
ping to a British shipbreaking company, which in the following 
November resold it to Japanese shipbreakers—an ignoble fate for 
a noble ship. 

The Atlantic crossing was cold and windy, with high seas run- 
ning. To avoid submarines, the convoy was routed far to the north, 
reaching at one time the latitude of the southern tip of Greenland. 
Near the Scottish coast it turned southward into the Irish Sea. The 
Caronia docked at Liverpool on the morning of May 7. The Liver- 
pool morning papers were commemorating the third anniversary of 
the sinking of the Lusitania. 

Late in the afternoon the company entrained for southern Eng- 
land, where it went into quarantine. Thousands of Britons lined 
the streets of Liverpool through which the regiment marched to the 
railway station. Their rousing cheers were the last the regiment 
received until it returned to the United States a year later. In 
France the people were apathetic. They had suffered three years 
and a half of devastating war and had seen many soldiers. 

After a short stay in quarantine, the company crossed the Chan- 
nel—from Portsmouth to Le Havre—on the Northwestern Miller, 
a cattle boat. It was a night crossing, prolonged until the after- 
noon of the following day by a zig-zag course taken to avoid sub- 
marines. The boys bunked in the cattle stalls, pillowing their heads 
on their packs. 

At Le Havre the company was billeted in a British camp on the 
high bluff overlooking the port. A day or two later the members 
were issued stec] helmets and fitted with gas masks. Here they 
lost their Stetsons and, what hurt even more, their Springfields, 
which they exchanged for British Enfields. The division was be- 
ing sent north to bolster a hard-pressed British line. 

It was a time of great anxiety for the Allies. In halting two Ger- 
man attacks, the British army had been badly mauled. There was 
danger of a general debacle. The British casualties had been over 
300,000. Facing the crisis, General Pershing went to General Foch, 
the Allied commander, and said: “All that we have are yours. Use 
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them as you wish.” Nine American divisions were sent to the 
British area. 

Late on a May afternoon, after a grueling hike from a way sta- 
tion in Picardy, where it detrained, Company A entered a small 
village in northern France. The boys pitched their pup tents in an 
orchard on the outskirts. After chow, they lay around, dog-tired. 
It was very quiet. As dusk approached, conversation lagged, and 
the boys became aware of a low rumbling sound. Instinctively, 
they looked at the sky. Not a cloud was in sight. What could it 
be? The answer came by intuition. It was the guns on the Western 
Front. Thirty or forty miles away was the war they had sought 
through twelve months of time and 4,000 miles of space. 

The Kansans and Missourians did not get along very well with 
the British. “They did not like the British noncoms, or the British 
soldiers, or the British officers,” said a division historian bluntly. 
“They conspicuously (sic) disliked the British rations, and they 
loathed tea for breakfast.” 

Their stay with the British, however, was short. When the Ger- 
mans made their third great attack of the spring of 1918 on May 
27, they struck in the direction of Paris, instead of the Channel. 
The British no longer needed the Americans, and the Thirty-fifth 
was transferred to a training area in eastern France. 

It is not the purpose here to detail the humble part that Company 
A played in the war. Its contribution is inseparably bound up with 
that of the regiment and division. An itinerary must suffice. 

During June and July the company trained in the peaceful val- 
ley of the upper Moselle. August was spent in the trenches in the 
Vosges mountains. It was a quiet sector, although the company 
came under fire for the first time on its way in. 

The night of September 11-12 has not yet been forgotten by the 
veterans of Company A. In a drizzling rain, over muddy roads 
choked with artillery and ammunition wagons, the boys marched 
all night, only to be kept in reserve during the St. Mihiel offensive, 
which began at dawn. 

A week later the company was moved to the Meuse-Argonne 
region. The boys rode in lorries, driven at breakneck speed by 
grinning Annamese, whose teeth were black from betel-nut chewing. 

After the company came out of the Argonne, in which the divi- 
sion suffered such a staggering loss, the boys spent a short time in 
a rest camp. Then they went into the trenches south of Verdun, a 
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fairly quiet sector. Their most troublesome enemy was the rats, 
which, in search of food, would gnaw through a pack in no time. 

The company was relieved four or five days before the Armistice. 
After several weeks of aimless wandering, it was billeted in Vignot, 
a village across the Meuse river from Commercy, where division 
headquarters was established. 

There the company spent the winter of 1918-1919—drilling and 
maneuvering in the rain and snow. What for? No one knew. That 
is, no one but Til Bucher, the company cook. He came back from 
the rifle range one day covered with mud and hopping mad. “It’s 
them damned Du Ponts,” he raged. “They’re the cause of this. 
We’ve got to shoot up all the powder they sold the government.” 

The veterans of Company A have a warm affection for the totally 
insignificant but typically French village of Vignot. It was there 
that the veterans’ association was organized in the early spring 
of 1919. Hugh W. “Flash” Clark, who was elected secretary, has 
served through the greater part of the intervening years. 

Christmas of 1918 was celebrated in all the villages of the Meuse 
valley where Kansans and Missourians were billeted. It was a great 
treat for the French children. They have no Christmas, no Santa 
Claus, no gifts. On Christmas Eve the boys of Company A hung up 
their army socks in the Y. M. C. A. hut. The children were puzzled 
and amused at the queer ways of the Americans. But on Christmas 
Day they crowded around, and the boys filled their outstretched 
hands with candy and nuts. 

Nearly a decade later, W. Y. Morgan, a Kansas editor, who had 
been a Y. M. C. A. man with the division, traveled through the Meuse 
valley. He still commanded a smattering of war-time French, and 
talked with a group of French people who gathered about him at 
Sampigny, where he had been stationed. Their recollections of the 
American occupation were hazy until he asked them if they remem- 
bered the American Christmas—Noel Amerique, he translated. 
“That hit the bell,” he wrote in a letter home, “for they broke into 
enthusiastic expressions and I was afraid the mayor was going to 
kiss me. I dodged in time.” Several women in the group said they 
remembered the celebration, and a girl of seventeen said she and 
some other children had sung songs for the soldiers and received 
presents. 

American soldiers were in France again last Christmas. There 
was a second Noel Amerique, and a new generation of French chil- 
dren were puzzled at the queer ways of the Americans. Puzzled and 
delighted. 
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Recent Additions to the Library 
Compiled by Heten M. McFartanp, Librarian 


N ORDER that members of the Kansas State Historical Society 

and others interested in historical study may know the class of 

books we are receiving, a list is printed annually of the books ac- 
cessioned in our specialized fields. 

These books come to us from three sources, purchase, gift and 
exchange, and fall into the following classes: Books by Kansans 
and about Kansas; books on the West, including explorations, over- 
land journeys and personal narratives; genealogy and local history ; 
and books on the Indians of North America, United States history, 
biography and allied subjects which are classified as general. The 
out-of-state city directories received by the Historical Society are 
not included in this compilation. 

We also receive regularly the publications of many historical so- 
cieties by exchange, and subscribe to other historical and genea- 
logical publications which are needed in reference work. 

The following is a partial list of books which were added to the 
library from October 1, 1943, to September 30, 1944. Government 
and state official publications and some books of a general nature 
are not included. The total number of books accessioned appears 
in the report of the secretary in the February issue of the Quarterly. 

KANSAS 

Aircrafter. Wichita, Cessna Employees’ Club, 1941, 1942. 2 Vols. 

ALLEN, Errott V., Incidents of Homestead Days in North Central Kansas 
Mimeographed. 20p. 

ArcHer, Lairp, Balkan Journal. New York, W. W. Norton and Company, Inc. 
[c1944]. 254p. 

BrecKMAN, Peter, The Catholic Church on the Kansas Frontier, 1850-1877. 
Washington, D. C., The Catholic University of America, 1943. 168) 

Boox-or-THE-MonTH Cuvs, INc., William Allen White: In Memoriam. N. p. 
[1944]. [20]p. 

BurtscHer, WitL1AM Joun, I Wrote a Journal; a Book of Queer Things That 
Happened and Were Thought of in a Second-Hand Store. Los Angeles, 
Wetzel Publishing Company, Inc. [c1940]. 275p. 

, Man Afoot; He Walked a Lot, Saw a Lot, and Wrote a Few Essays 
and Things. Los Angeles, Wetzel Publishing Company, Inc. [c1941]. 239p 

Catvert, Mrs. Maupe (RicHMAN), and Lema Bunce Sir, Advanced Course 
in Home Making. Atlanta, Turner E. Smith and Company [c1939]. 569p 

, Advanced Course in Home Making Workbook. Atlanta, Turner E 

Smith and Company [c1939]. 271p. 
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, First Course in Home Making. Atlanta, Turner E. Smith and Company 
{cl941]. 555p. 

———, The New First Course in Home Making Workbook. Atlanta, Turner 
E. Smith and Company [c1938]. 187p. 

CaRPENTER, Frank M., The Lower Permian Insects of Kansas. Parts 7-9. (Pro- 
ceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Vol. 70, No. 4; Vol. 
73, No. 3; Vol. 75, No. 2.) 

CASEMENT, Dan Duwon, The Abbreviated Autobiography of a Joyous Pagan. 
Manhattan, n. p., 1944. 74p. 

CoLEMAN Lamp AND Stove Company, Wicuita, How Ski-Troopers Get Hot 
Meals at “50-Below” and Other “Inside” War Stories. No impr. [20]p. 

Coutn, GaLen C., Pistol Pards. New York, Phoenix Press [c1943]. 255p. 

Craven, THomas, ed., Cartoon Cavalcade. New York, Simon and Schuster 
[c1943]. 456p. 

, The Story of Painting, From Cave Pictures to Modern Art. New York, 
Simon and Schuster, 1943. 253p. 

Cross, Roy, From a Chemist’s Diary. [Kansas City, Mo., Kansas City Testing 
Laboratory, c1943.] 315p. 

, Handbook of Petroleum, Asphalt and Natural Gas. . . . Kansas 
City, Mo., Kansas City Testing Laboratory, 1931. 864p. 

Davis, Don E., An Investigation of the Governmental Agencies of the State of 
Kansas. Topeka, Kansas State Printing Plant, 1943. 95p. (Kansas State 
Teachers College of Emporia, Studies in Education, No. 27.) 

Dickinson, Tuomas A., Aircraft Construction Handbook. New York, Thomas 
Y. Crowell Company, 1943. 237p. 

Duncan, Crarx, Light on a Hill. Grand Rapids, Mich. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 1943. 168p. 

Farquyar, Francis P., Jedediah Smith and the First Crossing of the Sterra 
Nevada. (Reprinted from the Sierra Club Bulletin, Vol. 28, No. 3, June, 
1943.) [17]p. 

Finn, Francais James, Harry Dee; or, Making It Out. New York, Benziger 
Brothers, Inc. [c1892]. 284p. 

, Percy Wynn; or, Making a Boy of Him. New York, Benziger Brothers, 

Inc. [1891]. 253p. 

, Tom Playfair; or, Making a Start. New York, Benziger Brothers, Inc. 
[c1891]. 25ip. 

Fuunt, Lzon Netson, The Editorial, With Case Material and Assignments. 
2d ed. New York, D. Appleton and Company, 1928. 319p. 

Harms, JoHN Foru, Geschichte der Mennoniten Briidergemeinde. Hillsboro, 
Mennonite Brethren Publishing House, n.d. 342p. 

Hart, Joun Westey, History of Twenty-Siz Short Years of the Life of George 
Thomas Hart. Topeka, n.p., 1943. 111p. 

Haw ey, Cuartes Artuur, History of the First Presbyterian Church of Atch- 
tson, Kansas, 1858-1943. N.p. [1944]. 12p. 

Hays, First Metnopist Cuvurcn, Sizxty-Sizth Anniversary, 1878-1944. No impr. 
[12]p. 

Hemsuina, Mrs. Nina (Cuark), Little Candles Burning. N.p., Skylines Press, 

1943. 23p. 
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——. The Seven Lamps of Worship, a Candle-Lighting Service. Boston, 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, n.d. 7p. 

Hreparp, CLaupE WILuIAM, and others, Reconnaissance of Pleistocene Deposits 
in North-Central Kansas. Lawrence, University of Kansas [1944]. 28p. 
(State Geological Survey of Kansas, Bulletin, No. 52, Part 1.) 

Hicper, ALMA Rosison, Songs for Mountain Men. Dallas, Tex., The Kaleido- 
graph Press [c]1943]. 59p. 

Hucues, Lancston, Freedom’s Plow. New York, Musette Publishers [c1943]. 
14p. 

HuTcHINSON, ORDINANCES, Revised Ordinances, 1932. Hutchinson, The Whole- 
saler Printing Company, 1932. 295p. 

[In Memoriam: Osmon Grant Markham, August 21, 1865-April 18, 1943.) No 
impr. 3lp. 

Jounson County Otp Serriers Association, Early Days in Johnson County, 
a Symposium Given in Connection With the 45th Reunion of the Johnson 
County Old Settlers Association Held at Olathe, Kansas, on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 5, 1942. Typed. 29p. 

Kansas AutHors Cius, 1944 Year Book. Topeka, The Service Print Shop, 
1944. 96p. 

Kansas Avutuors C.ius, Tuirp Districr, [Prairie Treasures] May, 1943, 
Anthology. 2d ed. Coffeyville, The Journal Press, 1943. 45p. 

Kansas Leaistative Councit, Research Department, Filing and Publication 
of Administrative Regulations. (Publication, No. 120, November, 1943.) 
Mimeographed. 34p. 

——., Judicial Reapportionment and Salaries and Retirement of Judges. 
(Publication, No. 127, June, 1944.) Mimeographed. [34]p. 

Kansas Strate Branp ComMMiIssIoNEr, 1943 Brand Book of the State of Kansas, 
Showing All State Recorded Brands of Cattle, Horses, Mules and Sheep. 
Topeka, Kansas State Printing Plant, 1943. 42Ip. 

Krvuce, ALBERT ArtHuUR, Facts and Fancies. Coffeyville, C. C. Drake, 1944. 
84p. 

LANHAM, Cprora Beit, Only a Barb. [Topeka, Kelley Printing Company, 
c1914.) 18p. 

Lee, Wauiacse, The Stratigraphy and Structural Development of the Forest 
City Basin in Kansas. Lawrence, University of Kansas Press, 1943. 142p. 
(State Geological Survey of Kansas, Bulletin, No. 51.) 

Linpquist, Gustavus EtmMer Emanuet, Bland Nordamerikas Indianer 
Uppsala, J. A. Lindblads Forlag [1926]. 238p. 

, Early Work Among the Indians; One Hundred and Fifty Years of 

Service Among Native Americans. (Reprinted from The Missionary Review 

of the World, November, 1937.) 8p. 

, The Government’s New Indian Policy; Proposed Revival of Tribalism, 

Seen From the Missionary Angle. (Reprinted from The Missionary Review 

of the World, n.d.) [3]p. 

, and Edith M. Dabb, Guides Along New Indian Trails. New York, 

The Joint Committee on Indian Missions of the Home Missions Council 

and Council of Women for Home Missions [1921]. Folder. 
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, Handbook for Missionary Workers Among the American Indians. New 

York, Home Missions Council [c1932]. 87p. 

, The History of White Expansion in the United States. No impr. [10]p. 

, Indian Fellowship Conferences. New York, National Fellowship of 

Indian Workers, 1938. 6p. 

, The Indian Fights for Democracy. New York, National Fellowship 

of Indian Workers, 1942. 12p. 

, The Indian in American Life. New York, Friendship Press [c1944). 

180p. 

, and ArrHur C. Parker, The Indians of New York State. New York, 

Home Missions Council, n.d. 20p. 

, The Land of Hiawatha. (Reprinted from the Southern Workman, 

April, 1928.) 1p. 

, The New Frontiers of Youth; a Challenge to Youth and Achievement. 

(Reprinted from The Haskell Indian Institute Y. M. C. A. Bulletin.) 16p. 

, The Place of Home Missions in the Post-War World. New York, Na- 

tional Fellowship of Indian Workers, 1943. 12p. 

, Preliminary Report an Peyote. No impr. 10p. 

, Receding Frontiers in the Indian Country. (Reprinted from the South- 
ern Workman, March, 1931.) 8p. 

Linpsey, Sarau, Selections From Memorandum Made by Sarah Lindsey Whilst 
Accompanying Her Husband, Robert Lindsey, on a Religious Visit to Friends 
and Others in the Western Hemisphere in 1868. Typed. 22p. 

McCurntock, MarsHatu, Airplanes and How They Fly . . . New York, 
Frederick A. Stokes Company [c1943]. 94p. 

McFar.anp, Earu, Catalogue of the Ordnance Museum United States Military 
Academy. West Point, N. Y., United States Military Academy Printing 
Office, 1929. 266p. 

, Textbook of Ordnance and Gunnery. New York, John Wiley and Sons, 
Inc., 1929. 625p. 

McFar.anp, JouN THomas, Poems. New York, The Methodist Book Concern 
{cl914]. 75p. 

MacKinnon, Hecror Donatp, Jr., Aircraft Production; Planning and Control. 
New York, Pitman Publishing Corporation [c1943]. 253p. 

McPuerson, City CierK, Annual Report City of McPherson, Kansas, 1940, 
1941, 1942. 3 Vols. 

McPuHerson, Orprnances, Revised Ordinances, 1926. [McPherson, 1926.] 
189p. 

Matin, James Ciaupe, Mobility and History; Reflections on the Agricultural 
Policies of the United States in Relation to a Mechanized World. (Re- 
printed from Agricultural History, Vol. 17, October, 1943.) 14p. 

, Winter Wheat in the Golden Belt of Kansas; a Study in Adaption to 
Subhumid Geographical Environment. Lawrence, University of Kansas 
Press, 1944. 290p. 

MENNINGER, WILLIAM CuatrE, Juvenile Paresis. Baltimore, The Williams and 
Wilkins Company, 1936. 199p. (The Menninger Clinic Monograph Series, 
No. 1.) 

Moupp.exavurr, Mrs. J. H., and others, Ellis County Courthouses and Officers, 

1867-1942. No impr. [23]p. 
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Muuwer, Francis Trevetyan, Hisenhower, Man and Soldier. Philadelphia, 
The John C. Winston Company [c1944]. 278p. 

Miter, OrmaL Leroy, Missing in Action, a Sermon [July 16, 1944]. No 
impr. 15p. 

Motk, Sopx1a, Haunting Shadows. New York, The Exposition Press [c1944). 
160p. 

Orrawa, Orpinances, Revised Ordinances, 1938. Ottawa, The Herald, 1938. 
357p. 

Parsons, OrpinaNnces, Revised Ordinances, 1930. [Parsons, 1930.] 499p. 

PENNELL, JosepH Stantey, The History of Rome Hanks and Kindred Matters. 
New York, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1944. 363p. 

Pirrspurc, OrpInaANces, Revised Ordinances of 1936. Pittsburg, n.p., 1936. 
355p. 

Pottock, Mrs. ANNA Bonn, Mother’s Roses and Other Poems. Puxico, Mo., 
Candor Press, 1944. 25p. 

Pratt, WauLace E., Oil in the Earth. 2d ed. Lawrence, University of Kansas 
Press, 1943. 110p. 

QuayLe, WiLuiaM A.Frep, In God’s Out-of-Doors. Cincinnati, Jennings and 
Graham [c1902]. 232p. 

Rapaport, Davin, Emotions and Memory. Baltimore, The Williams and Wil- 
kins Company, 1942. 282p. (The Menninger Clinic Monograph Series, 
No. 2.) 

Ricwarps, Water Marvin, and Briss Isety, Our Careers as Citizens. Chicago, 
Beckley-Cardy Company [c1943]. [464]p. 

Satina, Orprnances, Book of Revised Ordinances, 1989 . . . Salina [Padg- 
ett’s Printing House], 1940. 406p. 

ScuHacuner, Natuan, The Sun Shines West. New York, D. Appleton-Century 
Company, 1943. 509p. 

ScHMECKEBIER, LAURENCE Eut, John Steuart Curry’s Pageant of America. New 
York, American Artists Group, 1943. 363p. 

Science and the War; a Symposium Presented at the Seventy-Fijfth Anni- 
versary Meeting of the Kansas Academy of Science, Lawrence, Kansas, 
April 10, 1943. (Reprinted from the Transactions of the Kansas Academy 
of Science, 1943.) 47p. 

SHaNer, Dotpyu, John Bazier of Baxter Springs, Picturesque Character of 
Frontier Days. (Rev. reprint of Joplin Globe, issues of January 17 and 
February 7, 1943.) 14p. 

Siecete, Herman H., Twigs of Thought. Boston, Chapman and Grimes 
[c1944]. 64p. 

Smitru, C. Henry, The Coming of the Russian Mennonites, an Episode in the 
Settling of the Last Frontier, 1874-1884. Berne, Ind., Mennonite Book Con- 
cern, 1927. 296p. 

SpEELMAN, Mrs. Maracarer (Pearson), The Pageant of War Drums Along the 
Wakarusa . . . Presented . . . on the Occasion of [Haskell Insti- 
tute’s] Sixtieth Anniversary . . . [Lawrence] Haskell Institute Printing 
Department, 1944. 24p. 

Sranuey, 8. Linpiey, A History of the Quaker Settlement at Hesper, Kansas. 

A Thesis Submitted to the Graduate Division in Partial Fulfillment of the 
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Requirements for the Degree of Master of Science. Pittsburg, Kansas State 
Teachers College, 1937. Typed. 45p. 

Story of American Railway Operations as Typified by the Santa Fe Miniature 
Railroad Exhibit in the Museum of Science and Industry, Jackson Park, 
Chicago. [N.p., Rand McNally, 1941.] [20]p. 

SrreMEL, ALEx G., 1878-1943, Sizxty-Fifth Jubilee; Parish of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Windthorst, Kansas. [Spearville, the Spearville News, 
1943.] 64p. 

Topeka, Councit or Socia, Acenctes, [Second] Annual Report, 1942-1943. 
Mimeographed. [20]p. 

, Year Book 1941-1942. Mimeographed. 40p. 

Torexa Woman’s Cuius, Creative Writine Crass, On the Wing in Prose and 
Verse. N.p. [1943]. 35p. 

Unirep SpanisH War Vererans, Dept. or Kansas, Auxitiary, Souvenir Silver 
Jubilee Convention; History of the Department of Kansas Auziliary, United 
Spanish War Veterans, May 21-28, 1944, Emporia, Kansas. Parsons, Com- 
mercial Publishers, 1944. 23p. 

WarKENTIN, ABRAHAM, and Metvin GincertcH, Who’s Who Among the Men- 
nonites, 1948. North Newton [Bethel College Press], 1943. 428p. 

Wetman, Pauw Isexin, The Bowl of Brass, a Novel. Philadelphia, J. B 
Lippincott Company [c1944]. 319p. 

Wicuira, Crry PLanninc Commission, A Preliminary Report Upon Your City 
and Planning. Wichita, n.p., 1943. 32p. 

Wiccrn, Exviza Jounston, Impressions of Early Kansas. [{Wichita, The Grit 
Printery, c1915.] 72p. 

Wuarp, Juyius Terrass, comp., History of Kansas State College; Material 
Consisting Chiefly of Copies of Articles Printed in Newspapers, and Con- 
nected Directly or Indirectly With Kansas State College: Part 1, 1854-1872; 
Part 2, 1873-1875. Typed. 2 Vols. 

, History of Kansas State College ; Material Consisting of Letters and, to 
a Small Extent, Newspaper Correspondence, 1897 to 1899, Relating to the 
Controversy at That Period Concerning Certain Acts of Boards of Regents 
of the Kansas State Agricultural College. Typed. [194]p. 

Wiuiams, Cuartes C., Ground-Water Conditions in the Neosho River Valley 
in the Vicinity of Parsons, Kansas. Lawrence, University of Kansas [1944]. 
80p. (State Geological Survey of Kansas, Bulletin, No. 52, Part 2.) 

Tue Wiran, University or Kansas, Life Begins at Seventeen; a Streamlined 
Inventory. Lawrence [The World Company], 1941. 10lp. 

Woop, Ciement, The Life of a Man; a Biography of John R. Brinkley. Kansas 
City, Goshorn Publishing Company, 1934. 332p. 

THE WEST 

Brurr, J. GotpsporoucH, Gold Rush; the Journals, Drawings, and Other Papers 
of J. Goldsborough Bruff, Captain, Washington City and California Mining 
Association, April 2, 1849-July 20, 1851. New York, Columbia University 
Press, 1944. 2 Vols. 

The Culture of the Middle West. Appleton, Wis., The Lawrence College Press, 

1944. 72p. 
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Greec, JostaH, Diary and Letters of Josiah Gregg; Excursions in Mezico and 
California, 1847-1850. Edited by Maurice Garland Fulton. Norman, Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1944. 396p. 

Gunnison, ALMoNn, Rambles Overland; a Trip Across the Continent. Boston, 
Universalist Publishing House, 1884. 245p. 

McNeer, May Yonag, The Story of the Great Plains. Lithographs by C. H. 
DeWitt. New York, Artists and Writers Guild, Inc. [c1943]. [30]p. 

Nuts, Grace Ler, Caesars of the Wilderness; Médard Chouart, Sieur Des Gro- 
seilliers and Pierre Esprit Radisson, 1618-1710. New York, D. Appleton- 
Century Company, Inc. [c1943]. 386p. 

Papen, Mrs. Irene (Dakin), The Wake of the Prairie Schooner. New York, 
The Macmillan Company, 1943. 514p. 

ParisH, JoHN Cari, The Persistence of the Westward Movement and Other 
Essays. Berkeley, University of California Press, 1943. 187p. 

Rister, Cart Coxe, Border Command; General Phil Sheridan in the West. 
Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1944. 244p. 


GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY 


ALABAMA, STATE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND History, Revolutionary Soldiers 
in Alabama; Being a List of Names, Compiled From Authentic Sources, of 
Soldiers of the American Revolution, Who Resided in the State of Alabama. 
Montgomery, The Brown Printing Company, 1911. 13l1p. 

AMERICAN CuAN Grecor Sociery, Year Book Containing the Proceedings of the 
Thirty-Second Annual Gathering [1941]. Richmond, Va. [Cussons, May 
and Company, c1943.] 107p. 

American Genealogical Index, Vols. 8-11. Middletown, Conn., Published by a 
Committee Representing the Coiperating Subscribing Libraries 
1943-1944. 4 Vols. 

Benton, Expert Jay, Cultural Story of an American City; Cleveland, Part 1: 
During the Log Cabin Phases, 1796-1826. Cleveland, Western Reserve His- 
torical Society, 1943. 46p. 

BuiancHarD, Rurus, History of Du Page County, Illinois. Chicago, O. L. 
Baskin and Company, 1882. [538]p. 

Bonen, Georce Mapison, Soldiers of King Philip's War . . . With a Concise 
History of the Indian Wars of New England From 1620-1677 . . . Bos- 
ton [The Rockwell and Churchill Press], 1906. 502p. 

Bowen, CLareNce WintHor, The History of Woodstock, Connecticut; Gene- 
alogies of Woodstock Families ; Vols. 7-8. Worcester, Printed for the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society, 1943. 2 Vols. 

Bowen, Harotp Kine, American Ancestry: American Ancestors of Barbara 
Evelyn Bowen. [Osceola, Mo., Author, c1944.] Llp. 

Bowen, Ricnarp LeBaron, The Providence Oath of Allegiance and Its Signers, 
1651-2. Providence, General Court of the Society of Colonial Wars in the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 1943. 92p. 

CHAMBERLAIN, GEorGe WALTER, comp., The Descendants of Charles Glidden of 
Portsmouth and Exeter, New Hampshire. Boston, n.p., 1925. 420p 

CuarLes County, Mary.tanp, County Court, Proceedings 1666-1674. Balti- 

more, Maryland Historical Society, 1943. 635p. (Archives of Maryland, 

Vol. 60.) 
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Cuar.eston, SoutH Carotina, Year Book, 1942. Charleston, Walker, Evans 
and Cogswell Co. [1943]. 210p. 

CrawrorD, Mary Caro.ing, Famous Families of Massachusetts. Boston, Little, 
Brown and Company, 1930. 2 Vols. 

CrumrinE, Boyp, ed., History of Washington County, Pennsylvania, With Bio- 
graphical Sketches of Many of Its Pioneers and Prominent Men. Phila- 
delphia, L. H. Everts and Company, 1882. 1002p. 

Dayton, Mrs. Rutu (Woops), Greenbrier Pioneers and Their Homes. Charles- 
ton, West Virginia Publishing Company, 1942. 383p. 

Durtcu Serriers Sociery or Atsany, Yearbook, Vols. 18-19, 1942-1944. Albany, 
The Dutch Settlers Society, 1944. 59p. 

Eaaueson, A. 8., Byers Family History. Typed. 68p. 

East TENNESSEE Hisroricat Socrery, Publications, Nos. 14-16. (Knoxville, 
Tenn.] Society, c1942-1943. 2 Vols. 

Fartey, Jesse Kexso, Jr., Twelve Generations of Farleys. Evanston, IIl., Pri- 
vately Printed, 1943. [251]p. 

Finuey, Isaac J., and Rurus Putnam, Pioneer Record and Reminiscences of 
the Early Settlers and Settlement of Ross County, Ohio. Cincinnati, Robert 
Clarke and Company, 1871. 148p. 

Fiick, ALEXANDER C., The Bebout Family in Flanders and North America. 
{Ann Arbor, Edwards Brothers, Inc.] 1943. S80p. 
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Speech, February, 1944.) 15p. 

Mowat, Cuarves Locn, East Florida as a British Province, 1763-1784. Berkeley, 
University of California Press, 1943. 237p. (University of California Pub- 
lications in History, Vol. 32.) 

National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, Vol. 30. New York, James T 
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Bypaths of Kansas History 
ABOLITIONISTS Vs. PROSLAVERYITES 


From the Kansas Constitutionalist, Doniphan, October 14, 1857. 


If the reports from other places in this county be true, Doniphan was not 
the only place where the ferry boats were cut loose or damaged so that they 
could not run on the day of the election. The sneaking abolitionists are 
competent to do any dirty and villainous deed. The trifling and dishonorable 
act of sending every boat adrift was in keeping with their whole career in 
Kansas. Jim Lane concocts meanness and his white slaves execute his orders. 


—__ > --— 


Love For THE FiaGc 


From the Freedom’s Champion, Atchison, June 8, 1861. 


On Tuesday morning last a man came in town with a wagon for Relief, 
from the Big Blue and when on the bridge where Seventh street crosses Com- 
mercial he observed the Stars and Stripes waving over the Champion office, 
when he took off his hat and carried it in his hand until he passed the office. 
He remarked to a man as he was passing that it was the first American flag 
he had seen for eighteen months, and he considered it impolite to pass with- 
out taking off his hat 


STAGE ROBBERY ON THE FLORENCE-EL Dorapo LINE 


From The Marion County Record, Marion, September 19, 1874. 


On last Monday morning, the stage which runs regularly between Florence 
and Eldorado, was robbed about fourteen miles south of the former place, by 
two armed men unknown to the driver. There were no passengers aboard, and 
the driver alone was powerless to resist. The robbers cut open both the mail 
and paper sacks, and then carried them with their contents away, except a few 
papers which they scattered about the coach, doubtless to lighten the burden. 
There were no registered letters in the mail, and hence, if the robbers got any 
booty worth their trouble, it must have been in private letters. 

This is the first instance of the kind which has oecurred in this section of 
the state, and it naturally creates considerable excitement. The robbers came 
from the west, and left in a south-easterly direction. 


Reckiess Driving oN Kansas AVENUE, TOPEKA 
From The Commonwealth, Topeka, July 29, 1876. 


“Henry Williams” and “Samuel Williams,” two speedy gentlemen of this 
city “saw” Judge Holmes to the amount. of $5.50 each, yesterday, for letting 
out their nags more rapidly on Kansas avenue than the safety of pedestrians 
and a certain ordinance of the city, would guarantee. 
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Kansas History as Published in the Press 


A series of articles entitled “Sunday Biography” is appearing in 
the Manhattan Mercury-Chronicle. Prominent Riley county citi- 
zens who have been featured include: S. A. Bardwell, June 11, 1944; 
Michael F. Ahearn, June 18; Dan Casement, June 25; Ambrose M. 
Johnston, July 2; Rt. Rev. Msgr. A. J. Luckey, July 9; Robert K. 
Nabours, July 23; Dr. J. D. Colt, Sr., July 30; Dr. A. E. Kirk, 
August 6; Dean Edwin Lee Holton, August 13; C. O. Swanson, 
August 20; Walter Marsh, August 27; Robert J. Barnett, Septem- 
ber 3; Charles Hughes, September 10; Dean Leland Everett Call, 
September 17; Dr. Drury H. Fisher, September 24; J. O. Hunt, Oc- 
tober 1; Dr. Edwin C. Miller, October 8; Dr. C. W. McCampbell, 
October 22; Dean Ralph R. Dykstra, October 29; Ada Rice, No- 
vember 5; Lowell Edwin Conrad, November 12; Mrs. J. L. Coons, 
November 19; Dr. Ralph R. Price, November 26; Judge C. A. Kim- 
ball, December 3; Werner Jess Blanchard, December 10; Georg: 
Henry Failyer, December 17; Harry W. Brewer, December 24; 
Clara Spilman, December 31; J. David Arnold, January 7, 1945; 
J. E. Edgerton, January 14; Emma Hyde, January 21; Fred Boone, 
January 28; Dr. W. H. Clarkson, February 4; Dr. Julius T. Wil- 
lard, February 11; Alvin R. Springer, February 18; Mrs. Lucile 
Rust, February 25; F. R. Moore, March 4; Myrtle Dougherty, 
March 11; Mrs. Gertrude Doud Tetrick, March 18, and R. H. 
Brown, March 25. 


E] Dorado and Butler county history was reviewed in the thirty- 
six page, twenty-fifth anniversary edition of the El Dorado Times, 
December 1, 1944. The Times was established late in November, 
1919, through the merger of the E] Dorado Republican and The Wal- 
nut Valley Times. Rolla A. Clymer, present editor, and Burns 
Hegler were the editors of the new paper first issued December 1, 
1919. 


A story of an Indian attack on United States surveyors on the 
Cimarron river, Indian territory, in 1873, was told by Bert Moore 
in a four-column, illustrated article in the Arkansas City Tribune, 
February 1, 1945. 


Early Kansas history is recalled by George J. Remsburg, of Por- 
terville, Cal., in articles published from time to time in the Leav- 
enworth Times. 
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Kansas Historical Notes 


Dr. R. R. Price, president of the Kansas State Historical Society 
and head of the history department of Kansas State College, was 
the featured speaker on the Kansas day program of the Riley 
County Historical Society at Manhattan January 27, 1945. At the 
meeting the society elected Mrs. Caroline Abbott Smith to fill a 
vacancy on its board of directors. 


The annual dinner meeting of the Native Sons and Daughters 
of Kansas which was to have been held in Topeka January 28, 
1945, was cancelled because of the heavy strain on transportation 
and hotels due to the war. New officers who have been announced 
include: Native Sons—Judge Homer Hoch, Topeka, president; 
Frank Haucke, Council Grove, vice-president; Col. Will Zurbucken, 
Topeka, secretary. Native Daughters—Mrs. W. H. von der Heiden, 
Newton, president; Mrs. John C. Nelson, Topeka, vice-president; 
Mrs. C. I. Moyer, Severance, secretary. The retiring presidents 
were: Native Sons, Nyle H. Miller, Topeka; Native Daughters, 
Mrs. F. 8. Hawes, Russell. 


Dan Dillon Casement, the Abbreviated Autobiography of a Joyous 
Pagan, is the title of an interesting 74-page booklet issued during 
the summer of 1944. Mr. Casement resides at Juniata farm near 
Manhattan. 


Washington Irving’s journals of his tour in Missouri, present 
Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas, in 1832, edited and annotated 
by John Francis McDermott of Washington University, St. Louis, 
have recently been published under the title The Western Journals 
of Washington Irving (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 
1944). McDermott’s careful research shows that Irving traveled 
through the present Kansas counties of Bourbon, Crawford, Neosho 
and Labette on October 2-5, 1832. 


A twenty-page article, “Eisenhower Family in America,” com- 
piled by Ross Keelye Cook and Mrs. Claire Robison Shirk, was 
featured in the April, 1945, issue of The New York Genealogical 
and Biographical Record. Photographs of Dwight D. Eisenhower 
as a West Point cadet, and the Eisenhower family on the porch of 
their home in Abilene in 1926, accompanied the genealogy. 
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